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	A. Obsahová
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Celkové hodnocení práce (max. 1700 znaků):
Pavel Kmoch's master's thesis makes a major contribution to the literature about postwar retribution in Czechoslovakia.  It represents a significant step forward in our understanding of "Malá retribuce." The thesis is especially  well-researched and intelligently argued.  Most impressively, he has mastered the relevant literature (in Czech, but including translated foreign works) and quite skillfully engages with the arguments and evidence of other scholars.  When he disagrees with them, he is not afraid to argue against them and always supports his claims with substantial evidence.  He sensitively engages with the archival materials from the period and recognizes their limitations and biases.  The thesis also deserves praise for its nuanced understanding of the contingent and malleable nature of national identity, which Kmoch notes is as much a product of the laws and tribunals' decisions as of the views of the defendants themselves.  Overall, in my opinion, the thesis is unreservedly worthy of approval.  It resembles more a doctoral dissertation than a typical master's thesis.  
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Náměty pro obhajobu (max. 1500 znaků):
Mr. Kmoch's thesis is of such high quality that I find little in the written text to criticize, but there are two areas where he could have written more.  The first is primarily a question of context: Section 6.2 presents a brief introduction to "Podmínky v okrese Benešov" that focuses on the role of German forces in the district.  The thesis would be strengthened by a more developed presentation of the wartime and postwar context that introduces also the demographic, social and political structure of the district and city of Benešov as well as some of the major political and economic local figures.  In particular, the thesis could explore the possibility (and the limitations) of employing the TNK records to reconstruct life during the occupation.  What do we learn about wartime Benešovsko from the TNK records?  What did contemporary Czechs learn from the proceedings?  For the postwar period, how did the relative weakness of the KSČ in Benešov affect the outcome?  Second, the thesis has little to say about antisemitism during the war and the punishment of antisemites by the TNK afterwards. ("Stars over Baltimore," for example, was antisemitic and Rziha worked in the Gestapo's Jewish Section.)  The earliest published work on the TNK emerged from Mečislav Borák's collaborative project on "Poválečná justice a národní podoby antisemitismu."  How do Kmoch's findings compare to those of Borák's team?  
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