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AśǪǷǢŀŜǷ Slovenian schools were victims of 

ƅęùɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀĞŹľɱŋđɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱFaŹëĞŹľɱđűŋľɱƅęùɱ
aòƤùŀƅɱŋđɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱűƍĵùɱĞŀɱǏǗǐǐɱƍŀƅĞĵɱƅęùɱëaŮĞƅƍɘ
ĵaƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱIƅaĵƫɱĞŀɱǏǗǒǑɱaŀòɱŋđɱGùűľaŀɱNaƵĞŹľɱ
òƍűĞŀĒɱWŋűĵòɱWaűɱIIɱɒǏǗǒǏɚǏǗǒǓɓɁɱHŋƥùƤùűɂɱ
the question remains whether schools in Slov-

enia were victims of totalitarianism after the 

war, too. The answer depends on whether 

the socialist regime was merely undemocratic 

or also totalitarian. But even if the state at that 

time was not totalitarian, it violated human 

űĞĒęƅŹɱaĵŹŋɱĞŀɱƅęùɱƿùĵòɱŋđɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɁɱAëëŋűòĞŀĒɱ
ƅŋɱƅęùɱEƍűŋŮùaŀɱCŋƍűƅɱŋđɱHƍľaŀɱRĞĒęƅŹɂɱƅęùɱ
State is forbidden to pursue an aim of indoc-

trination in public schools – as was the case 

in Slovenia – because indoctrination is con-

sidered to not respect parents’ religious and philosophical convictions. In this pa-

per it will be shown that the state also violated two other human rights of their cit-

ĞƵùŀŹɱƥęĞëęɱaűùɱĞŀɱëĵŋŹùɱëŋŀŀùëƅĞŋŀɱƅŋɱƅęĞŹɱŮaűùŀƅŹɥɱűĞĒęƅɂɱŀaľùĵƫɂɱƅęùɱűĞĒęƅɱŋđɱŮaűùŀƅŹɱ
ƅŋɱëęŋŋŹùɱŮűĞƤaƅùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱêaŹùòɱŋŀɱŹŮùëĞƿëɱľŋűaĵɂɱűùĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱŋűɱŹùëƍĵaűɱƤaĵƍùŹɄɱaŀòɱɒĞđɱ
ƅęùűùɱaűùɱŀŋƅɱŹƍëęɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɓɱƅęùɱűĞĒęƅɱƅŋɱùŹƅaêĵĞŹęɱƅęùľɁɱBŋƅęɱŋđɱƅęùŹùɱűĞĒęƅŹɱƥùűùɱƤĞŋĵaɘ
ted because private schools, except religious schools for the education of priests, were 

forbidden. These rights were violated in the socialist republic of Slovenia even thou-

ĒęɱùƪɘYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱɒŋŀùɱŋđɱƥęŋŹùɱëŋŀŹƅĞƅƍƅĞƤùɱŮaűƅŹɱƥaŹɱaƅɱƅęaƅɱƅĞľùɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɓɱŹĞĒŀùòɱ
aŀòɱűaƅĞƿùòɱƅęùŹùɱĞŀƅùűŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱòŋëƍľùŀƅŹɱŋŀɱęƍľaŀɱűĞĒęƅŹɁ

KūȝȗƼǢţǪ indoctrination, human rights, public schools, totalitarianism

SĵŋƤùŀĞaŀɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥùűùɱƅęùɱƿűŹƅɱƤĞëƅĞľŹɱŋđɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱđaŹëĞŹľɱêùđŋűùɱWŋűĵòɱ
War II in Europe. In addition, during the war, in one part of Slovene ter-

űĞƅŋűƫɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥùűùɱŹƍêįùëƅùòɱƅŋɱƅęùɱűùŮűùŹŹĞŋŀɱŋđɱGùűľaŀɱNaƵĞŹľɱaŹɱ
well. In both cases, they were, therefore, the victims of totalitarianism. 
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TęùűùɱaűùɱŹùƤùűaĵɱòùƿŀĞƅĞŋŀŹɱŋđɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀĞŹľɁϦ Since the purpose of 

this paper is not to analyse the various philosophical and sociological 

òùƿŀĞƅĞŋŀŹɱŋđɱƅęĞŹɱëŋŀëùŮƅɂɱƥùɱŮűŋëùùòɱđűŋľɱƅęùɱĒùŀùűaĵĵƫɱaëëùŮƅùòɱ
ƤĞùƥɱƅęaƅɱđaŹëĞŹľɂɱNaƵĞŹľɱaŀòɱëŋľľƍŀĞŹľɱƥùűùɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀɱűùĒĞľùŹɁ

“Slovenian” Schools in the Time of Fascism

Before World War I, the entire territory of present-day Slovenia was 

ƍŀòùűɱƅęùɱAƍŹƅűŋɘHƍŀĒaűĞaŀɱľŋŀaűëęƫɁɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaŀŹɱƥùűùɱaêĵùɱƅŋɱŹƅƍòƫɱ
in their mother tongue, since the state law on universal rights of cit-

ĞƵùŀŹęĞŮɱŋđɱǏǖǔǕɱëĵùaűĵƫɱŹƅaƅùòɱĞŀɱAűƅĞëĵùɱǏǗɱƅęaƅɱɢƅęùɱŹƅaƅùɱűùëŋĒŀĞƵùŹɱƅęùɱ
ùŰƍaĵĞƅƫɱŋđɱaĵĵɱŮűŋƤĞŀëĞaĵɱĵaŀĒƍaĒùŹɱaƅɱŹëęŋŋĵɣɱɒSëęľĞòƅɂɱǏǗǖǖɂɱŮɁɱǑǐǎɓɁ

AđƅùűɱWŋűĵòɱWaűɱIɂɱaɱĵaűĒùɱŮaűƅɱŋđɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaŀɱƅùűűĞƅŋűƫɂɱPűĞľŋűŹĲaɱɚɱŋűɱ
the western part of the territory – belonged to the Kingdom of Italy. The 

pre-fascist liberal governments acknowledged the existence of Slavic 

ľĞŀŋűĞƅĞùŹɱĞŀɱIƅaĵƫɱaŀòɂɱêƫɱaɱűùŹŋĵƍƅĞŋŀɱƿĵùòɱĞŀɱŮaűĵĞaľùŀƅɱêƫɱƅęùɱSŋëĞaĵ-
ists, assured them that they would be able to use their language and cul-

ƅĞƤaƅùɱƅęùĞűɱëƍĵƅƍűùɱaŀòɱűùĵĞĒĞŋŀɱƥĞƅęŋƍƅɱűùŹƅűĞëƅĞŋŀŹɱŋűɱŋêŹƅaëĵùŹɁɱHŋƥ-

ùƤùűɂɱƅęùŹùɱŮűŋľĞŹùŹɱƥùűùɱŀŋƅɱđƍĵƿĵĵùòɂɱaŀòɱƥĞƅęɱƅęùɱaòƤùŀƅɱŋđɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱ
űƍĵùɱĞŀɱǏǗǐǐɂɱƅęĞŀĒŹɱëęaŀĒùòɱđƍŀòaľùŀƅaĵĵƫɱɒKaëĞŀɱWŋęĞŀƵɱʯɱVùűĒĞŀùĵĵaɂɱ
ǐǎǎǖɂɱŮɁɱǑǏɓɁɱTęùɱűùëŋĒŀĞƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱƅęùɱùƪĞŹƅùŀëùɱŋđɱŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱľĞŀŋűĞƅĞùŹɱ
was incompatible with the fascist doctrine of the superiority of the 

IƅaĵĞaŀɱŮùŋŮĵùɁɱFaŹëĞŹƅɱŮŋĵĞƅĞëŹɱƥaŹɱêaŹùòɱŋŀɱƅęùɱòùŀĞaĵɱŋđɱƅęùɱùƪĞŹƅ-
ence of national minorities, on the belief that they were undeveloped 

second-class groups that were doomed to assimilation and Italian-

ĞƵaƅĞŋŀɱɒĞêĞòɁɂɱŮŮɁɱǑǑɜǑǒɓɁɱTęùɱIƅaĵĞaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀɱŮŋĵĞëƫɱƥaŹɱđùĵƅɱêƫɱSĵŋƤ-

enes in Italy in all areas of social life, in administration, in the Church, 

͵ɱ OŀùɱŋđɱƅęùɱľŋŹƅɱƥĞòùĵƫɱaëëùŮƅùòɱòùƿŀĞƅĞŋŀŹɱŋđɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀĞŹľɱĞŹɱƅęùɱòùƿŀĞƅĞŋŀɱ
ŋđɱCaűĵɱJɁɱFűĞùòűĞëęɱaŀòɱZêĞĒŀùƥɱKɁɱBűƵùƵĞŀŹĲĞɱĞŀɱThe Totalitarian Dictatorship and 

Autocracy ɒǏǗǓǔɓɁɱTęĞŹɱòùƿŀĞƅĞŋŀɱŹùűƤùòɱaŹɱaɱűùđùűùŀëùɱđŋűɱUSɱŮŋĵĞëƫɱòƍűĞŀĒɱƅęùɱ
Cold War and as a conceptual framework for a whole generation of researchers 

ĞŀɱŮŋĵĞƅĞëaĵɱŹëĞùŀëùɱaŀòɱęĞŹƅŋűƫɱđŋűɱƅęùɱŹƅƍòƫɱŋđɱƅęùɱUSSRɁɱIƅɱđŋëƍŹùŹɱŋŀɱŹĞƪɱđƍŀòa-

ľùŀƅaĵɱëęaűaëƅùűĞŹƅĞëŹɃɱaŀɱŋđƿëĞaĵɱĞòùŋĵŋĒƫɱùľêűaëĞŀĒɱƅęùɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅƫɱŋđɱĵĞđùɄɱaɱŹĞŀĒĵùɱ
ŮaűƅƫɱŋđɱľaŹŹɱaŀòɱŹƍêįùëƅɱƅŋɱaɱëęaűĞŹľaƅĞëɱĵùaòùűɄɱaɱŮŋĵĞëùɱëŋŀƅűŋĵɱűùŹŋűƅĞŀĒɱƅŋɱƅùű-
ror and directed by a secret police; a monopoly of the means of mass communica-

ƅĞŋŀɄɱaɱľŋŀŋŮŋĵƫɱŋđɱaűľŹɄɱaɱŮĵaŀŀĞŀĒɱaŀòɱëùŀƅűaĵĞƵùòɱëŋŀƅűŋĵɱŋđɱƅęùɱùëŋŀŋľƫɁ
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in the economy, in language, in culture, and in education. The use of 

the Slovenian language was banned in all public places. Slovenian 

ŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥùűùɱęĞƅɱƥĞƅęɱaɱòùëĞŹĞƤùɱêĵŋƥɱêƫɱƅęùɱŹŋɘëaĵĵùòɱGùŀƅĞĵùϧ school 

űùđŋűľɱĞŀɱǏǗǐǑɂɱùŹŮùëĞaĵĵƫɱêƫɱƅęùɱűùđŋűľɥŹɱđŋƍűƅęɱaŀòɱŹùƤùŀƅùùŀƅęɱaűƅ-
ĞëĵùŹɁɱAűƅĞëĵùɱǒɱŹƅaƅùòɱƅęaƅɱĞŀŹƅűƍëƅĞŋŀɱĞŀɱaĵĵɱŮűĞľaűƫɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱŹęŋƍĵòɱêùɱ
provided in the state language, i.e. Italian. Slovene could be taught at 

extra hours at the special request of parents, but this option was abol-

ĞŹęùòɱĞŀɱǏǗǐǓɱƥĞƅęɱƅęùɱFùòùĵùɱűùđŋűľɁɱAűƅĞëĵùɱǏǕɂɱęŋƥùƤùűɂɱŮűŋƤĞòùòɱƅęaƅɂɱ
aŹɱŋđɱƅęùɱêùĒĞŀŀĞŀĒɱŋđɱƅęùɱǏǗǐǑɎǐǒɱŹëęŋŋĵɱƫùaűɂɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱŹęŋƍĵòɱêùɱĞŀƅűŋ-

òƍëùòɱaŹɱƅęùɱĵaŀĒƍaĒùɱŋđɱĞŀŹƅűƍëƅĞŋŀɱĞŀɱaĵĵɱƿűŹƅɱĒűaòùŹɱŋđɱđŋűùĞĒŀɱĵaŀ-

guage primary schools. Slovenian was thus to be gradually phased out 

êƫɱƅęùɱǏǗǐǖɎǐǗɱŹëęŋŋĵɱƫùaűɂɱêƍƅɱƅęĞŹɱęaŮŮùŀùòɱùaűĵĞùűɱƅęaŀɱűùŰƍĞűùòɱêƫɱ
ĵaƥɁɱGűaòƍaĵĵƫɂɱaĵĵɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaŀɱŹùëŋŀòaűƫɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥùűùɱaĵŹŋɱaêŋĵĞŹęùòɁɱTęùɱ
only public institution where Slovene could be taught in the interwar 

ŮùűĞŋòɱƥaŹɱƅęùɱSľaĵĵɱSùľĞŀaűƫɱĞŀɱGŋűĞƵĞaɂɱaƅɱƥęĞëęɱƅęùɱVaƅĞëaŀɱŮùű-
mitted the Slovene language to be used even after the introduction of 

GùŀƅĞĵùɥŹɱŹëęŋŋĵɱűùđŋűľɱɒVĞƷĞŀƅĞŀɂɱǐǎǏǑɂɱŮŮɁɱǐǏɜǐǑɄɱKaëĞŀɱWŋęĞŀƵɂɱǏǗǗǎɂɱ
ŮɁɱǕǏɄɱOĲŋĵĞżɂɱǐǎǎǖɂɱŮɁɱǗǎɓɁ

IŀɱaòòĞƅĞŋŀɱƅŋɱIƅaĵĞaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀɂɱëęĞĵòűùŀɱƥùűùɱaĵŹŋɱŹƍêįùëƅùòɱƅŋɱĞŀòŋë-

ƅűĞŀaƅĞŋŀɱĞŀɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɁɱFaŹëĞŹľɱŹŮűùaòɱĞƅŹɱĞòùŋĵŋĒƫɱĞŀɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱaŹɱƥùĵĵɁɱ
PƍŮĞĵŹɱƥùűùɱaƍƅŋľaƅĞëaĵĵƫɱùŀűŋĵĵùòɱĞŀɱƅęùɱòùŮaűƅľùŀƅŹɱŋđɱƅęùɱƍŀĞ-
ƿùòɱƫŋƍƅęɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀɱƅęùɱOpera Nazionale BalillaɱɒđŋƍŀòùòɱĞŀɱǏǗǐǔɓɂɱ
renamed the Gioventù Italiana del Littorio ĞŀɱǏǗǑǕɁɱIŀɱƅęùɱľĞòɘƅęĞűƅĞùŹɂɱ

Ͷɱ GĞŋƤaŀŀĞɱGùŀƅĞĵùɱɒǏǖǕǓɚǏǗǒǒɓɱƥaŹɱaŀɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱŀùŋɘHùĒùĵĞaŀɱĞòùaĵĞŹƅɱŮęĞĵŋŹŋŮęùűɂɱùòƍ-

ëaƅŋűɂɱaŀòɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱŮŋĵĞƅĞëĞaŀɁɱTęùɱŹùĵđɘŹƅƫĵùòɱɢŮęĞĵŋŹŋŮęùűɱŋđɱFaŹëĞŹľɣɂɱęùɱƥaŹɱĞŀǂƍ-

ùŀƅĞaĵɱĞŀɱŮűŋƤĞòĞŀĒɱaŀɱĞŀƅùĵĵùëƅƍaĵɱđŋƍŀòaƅĞŋŀɱđŋűɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱFaŹëĞŹľɂɱaŀòɱĒęŋŹƅƥűŋƅùɱ
part of The Doctrine of FascismɱɒǏǗǑǐɓɱƥĞƅęɱBùŀĞƅŋɱMƍŹŹŋĵĞŀĞɁɱAŹɱaɱľĞŀĞŹƅùűɱŋđ 
Mussolini’s government, he was the author of the fascist education reform, known 

ƅŋɱPűĞľŋűŹĲaɱSĵŋƤùŀùŹɱaŹɱGùŀƅĞĵùɥŹɱűùđŋűľɁɱIƅɱƥaŹɱaòŋŮƅùòɱŋŀɱǏɱOëƅŋêùűɱǏǗǐǑɁɱTęĞŹɱ
ƥaŹɱŮaűƅɱŋđɱƅęùɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱŮĵaŀɱƅŋɱòùŀaƅĞŋŀaĵĞƵùɱƅęùɱaŀŀùƪùòɱSĵŋƤùŀùɱaŀòɱCűŋaƅĞaŀɱ
territory, or more precisely the ethnocide against Slovenes and Croats in Italy. 

On the basis of this plan, all Slovene and Croatian schools, which until then had 

ľaŀaĒùòɱƅŋɱľaĞŀƅaĞŀɱƅęùĞűɱľŋƅęùűɱƅŋŀĒƍùɱĵùŹŹŋŀŹɱɒľŋűùɱƅęaŀɱǒǎǎɓɂɱƥùűùɱaêŋĵ-
ished and replaced by the teaching of Italian, which they carried out in the very 

űƍòùɱƥaƫŹɱɒɤGĞŋƤaŀŀĞɱGùŀƅĞĵùɥɱĞŀɱEncyclopaedia BritannicaɂɱǐǎǐǏɄɱWikipediaɂɱǐǎǏǗɓɁɱ
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ŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɱđŋűɱŮűùɘŹëęŋŋĵɱëęĞĵòűùŀɱɚɱFigli and FĽıŔĽĘɰđĘŔŔaɰLƬƍaɰə were 

ëűùaƅùòɁɱTęùŹùɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɱƥaŀƅùòɱƅŋɱêűĞŀĒɱƫŋƍƅęɱĞŀƅŋɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱŹŋëĞ-
ety through military discipline, sports, political events and propaganda 

ɒĞêĞòɁɂɱŮŮɁɱǓǖɜǔǎɓɁɱSëęŋŋĵŹɱĞŀɱĒùŀùűaĵɱêùëaľùɱaɱľùaŀŹɱŋđɱëŋŀŹŋĵĞòaƅĞŀĒɱ
a totalitarian fascist state. In the interwar period, almost all Slovenian 

teachers were forcibly replaced by Italian teachers so that lessons were 

ƅaƍĒęƅɱùƪëĵƍŹĞƤùĵƫɱĞŀɱIƅaĵĞaŀɁɱAĵĵɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaŀɱƅùaëęùűŹɱƥęŋɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱǂùùɱƅŋɱ
YƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱŋűɱaêűŋaòɱƥùűùɱùƪŮùĵĵùòɱƍŀòùűɱŮŋĵĞëùɱëŋŀƅűŋĵɱƅŋɱƅęùɱŹŋƍƅęɱŋđɱ
IƅaĵƫɁɱTùaëęùűŹɱŮĵaƫùòɱaɱľaįŋűɱűŋĵùɱĞŀɱƅęùɱŹŮűùaòɱŋđɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱŮűŋŮaĒaŀòaɱ
among young people. Children used to sing fascist songs, learn fascist 

slogans and listen to Mussolini’s speeches. The teachers had to be wel-

comed by the students with a fascist salute. In addition to the com-

ŮƍĵŹŋűƫɱĵùŹŹŋŀŹɂɱŹƅƍòùŀƅŹɱƥùűùɱaĵŹŋɱűùŰƍĞűùòɱƅŋɱaƅƅùŀòɱŹŋɘëaĵĵùòɱFaŹëĞŹƅɱ
SaƅƍűòaƫŹɂɱƥęĞëęɱùƪƅŋĵĵùòɱƅęùɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱűùĒĞľùɱaŀòɱĒĵŋűĞƿùòɱMƍŹŹŋĵĞŀĞɁɱ
TęùƫɱęaòɱƅŋɱƥùaűɱŹŮùëĞaĵɱƍŀĞđŋűľŹɱŋđɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱƫŋƍƅęɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɱƅęaƅɱ
varied by the gender and age group of the students.

In this context, the results of a survey of the memories and feel-

ĞŀĒŹɱŋđɱSĵŋƤùŀùŹɱƥęŋɱaƅƅùŀòùòɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱĞŹɱĞŀƅùűùŹƅĞŀĒɱɒVĞƷĞŀƅĞŀɂɱ
ǐǎǏǑɂɱŮŮɁɱǑǖɜǑǗɂɱǓǎɜǓǒɓɁɱTęùɱaƍƅęŋűɱŋđɱƅęùɱűùŹùaűëęɱŹaƫŹɱƅęaƅɱƅęŋŹùɱ
ƥęŋɱŹƅaűƅùòɱŹëęŋŋĵĞŀĒɱêùđŋűùɱƅęùɱĞŀƅűŋòƍëƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱGùŀƅĞĵùɥŹɱűùđŋűľɱaŀòɱ
who had previously studied in the Slovene language have negative 

ľùľŋűĞùŹɁɱIŀɱŮaűƅĞëƍĵaűɂɱƅęŋŹùɱƥęŋɱƿűŹƅɱùŀëŋƍŀƅùűùòɱđaŹëĞŹľɱaŹɱƅùùŀ-

agers and in high school already had a largely national consciousness 

and were most affected by the reform. In contrast, most of those who 

began their education in Italian have positive memories. They say that 

other than the reality that they spoke Slovenian at home and Italian at 

ŹëęŋŋĵɂɱƅęùƫɱƥùűùɱŀŋƅɱaƅɱaĵĵɱaƥaűùɱŋđɱaŀƫɱĞŀįƍŹƅĞëùɁɱTęùűùɱĞŹɱaĵŹŋɱaɱòĞđ-
ference between village and bourgeois children. The village children 

were taught in Italian, but during the breaks they were mostly able to 

speak in Slovenian without serious consequences. In the ethnically 

ľĞƪùòɱëĞƅĞùŹɱŋđɱGŋűĞƵĞaɱaŀòɱTűĞùŹƅùɂɱƅęùɱűùĒĞľùɱƥaŹɱŹƅűĞëƅùűɱaŀòɱSĵŋƤ-

ene could not be used even on the street. Many therefore felt inferior. 

Those who came from poor families also have positive memories of 

ŹëęŋŋĵĞŀĒɱòƍűĞŀĒɱđaŹëĞŹľɁɱSëęŋŋĵŹɱùŀaêĵùòɱƅęùľɱƅŋɱŮĵaƫɱaŀòɱŹŋëĞaĵĞƵùɱ
ƥĞƅęɱŮùùűŹɱƥĞƅęĞŀɱƅęùɱđűaľùƥŋűĲɱŋđɱŹŋɘëaĵĵùòɱFaŹëĞŹƅɱSaƅƍűòaƫŹɂɱùŀįŋƫɱ
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food and appearances at public holiday gatherings, and attend sum-

ľùűɱëŋĵŋŀĞùŹɱaƅɱƅęùɱŹùaŹĞòùɂɱùƅëɁɱTęùɱƤaŹƅɱľaįŋűĞƅƫɱŋđɱƅęŋŹùɱƥęŋɱđŋŀòĵƫɱ
remember their fascist education say that despite their parents’ warn-

ings, they were not aware that they were manipulated and indoctrin-

ated at school. This still gives them a sense of guilt.

AɱĵĞƅƅĵùɱêùƅƅùűɱƥaŹɱƅęùɱŮŋŹĞƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱSĵŋƤùŀùŹɱ ĞŀɱƅęùɱŮűŋƤĞŀëùɱŋđɱ
LįƍêĵįaŀaɂɱƥęĞëęɱƥaŹɱaŀŀùƪùòɱƅŋɱIƅaĵƫɱĞŀɱǏǗǒǏɱađƅùűɱƅęùɱòĞŹĞŀƅùĒűaƅĞŋŀɱ
ŋđɱƅęùɱKĞŀĒòŋľɱŋđɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɁɱIŀɱƅęùɱŮűŋƤĞŀëùɱŋđɱLįƍêĵįaŀaɂɱëƍĵƅƍűaĵɱ
aƍƅŋŀŋľƫɱƥaŹɱűùëŋĒŀĞƵùòɱđŋűɱSĵŋƤùŀùŹɂɱƍŀĵĞĲùɱêùđŋűùɱƅęùɱƥaűɱĞŀɱPűĞľŋű-
ŹĲaɂɱêƫɱaɱŹŮùëĞaĵɱŹƅaƅƍƅùɁɱTęùɱđŋűľùűɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤɱŹëęŋŋĵɱŹƫŹƅùľɱűùľaĞŀùòɱ
ƍŀëęaŀĒùòɂɱëęaŀĒĞŀĒɱŋŀĵƫɱƅęùɱëƍűűĞëƍĵaɱđŋűɱęĞŹƅŋűƫɱɒùľŮęaŹĞƵĞŀĒɱIƅaĵĞ-
aŀɘRŋľaŀɱęĞŹƅŋűƫɓɂɱĒùŋĒűaŮęƫɱaŀòɱŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱŹëĞùŀëùɁɱAƅɱaĵĵɱĵùƤùĵŹɱŋđɱ
education, compulsory instruction was in Slovene, and Italian was 

optional. This arrangement was supposed to be only temporary, and 

the Italian authorities also here wanted to completely replace Slove-

ŀĞaŀɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɱƥĞƅęɱIƅaĵĞaŀɁɱFaŹëĞŹƅɱŮűùŹŹƍűùɱƥaŹɱùƪùűƅùòɱŋŀɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱĞŀɱ
ƅęùɱLįƍêĵįaŀaɱűùĒĞŋŀɱêƫɱĞŀƅűŋòƍëĞŀĒɱaɱľaŀòaƅŋűƫɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱŹaĵƍƅùɱaŀòɱêƫɱ
forcibly recruiting children and teachers into fascist youth and work-

ùűŹɥɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɁɱHùűùɱƅŋŋɂɱƅęùɱđaŹëĞŹƅŹɱƅűĞùòɱƅŋɱĒaĞŀɱƅęùɱađđùëƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱ
ëęĞĵòűùŀɱƥĞƅęɱƤaűĞŋƍŹɱêùŀùƿƅŹɂɱđűŋľɱŋűĒaŀĞƵĞŀĒɱŹëęŋŋĵɱľùaĵŹɱƅŋɱŮaűƅĞ-
ëĞŮaƅĞŀĒɱĞŀɱŹŮŋűƅŹɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɱaŀòɱĒĞƤĞŀĒɱĒĞđƅŹɁɱWĞƅęɱƅęùɱŹƅűùŀĒƅęùŀ-

ing of the Slovenian liberation movement, the Italian occupier became 

increasingly violent. Many Slovenian teachers and even entire classes 

ŋđɱŹƅƍòùŀƅŹɱƥùűùɱĞľŮűĞŹŋŀùòɱĞŀɱIƅaĵĞaŀɱĞŀƅùűŀľùŀƅɱëaľŮŹɁɱAƅɱƅęùɱGŋŀ-

aűŹɱëaľŮɂɱaƅɱƅęùɱùŀòɱŋđɱƅęùɱǏǗǒǐɎǒǑɱŹëęŋŋĵɱƫùaűɂɱŹƅƍòùŀƅŹɱùƤùŀɱƅŋŋĲɱƅęùɱ
maturaɱùƪaľɱɒOĲŋĵĞżɂɱǐǎǎǖɂɱŮŮɁɱǏǎǐɜǏǎǒɓɁ

Slovenian Schools under the Nazi Regime during the World 

War II

IŀɱAŮűĞĵɱǏǗǒǏɂɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɱƥaŹɱŋëëƍŮĞùòɱêƫɱƅęùɱaűľĞùŹɱŋđɱƅęűùùɱŀùĞĒęêŋƍű-
ĞŀĒɱëŋƍŀƅűĞùŹɃɱGùűľaŀƫɂɱIƅaĵƫɱaŀòɱHƍŀĒaűƫɁɱTęùɱGùűľaŀɱŋëëƍŮĞùűɱƥaŹɱ
the most ruthless and violent of the three regarding the procedures 

and methods of assimilation. The occupied Slovenian territories of 

SƅƫűĞaɂɱCaűĞŀƅęĞaɱaŀòɱGŋűùŀįŹĲaɱƥùűùɱaŀŀùƪùòɱƅŋɱƅęùɱTęĞűòɱRùĞëęɁɱAĵĵɱ
Slovenian schools were abolished, many Slovenian teachers were cast 
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ŋƍƅɱƅŋɱCűŋaƅĞaɱaŀòɱSùűêĞaɱŋűɱòùŮŋűƅùòɱƅŋɱGùűľaŀɱĵaêŋƍűɱëaľŮŹɁɱIŀɱƅęùɱ
ŋëëƍŮĞùòɱƅùűűĞƅŋűĞùŹɂɱGùűľaŀɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱaŀòɱĲĞŀòùűĒaűƅùŀŹɱƥùűùɱĞŀƅűŋ-

òƍëùòɱƥĞƅęɱGùűľaŀɱƅùaëęùűŹɱƥęŋɱľŋŹƅĵƫɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱęaƤùɱaɱŮűŋŮùűɱŮùò-

agogical education and did not know the Slovene language. The use of 

SĵŋƤùŀĞaŀɱƥaŹɱđŋűêĞòòùŀɱaĵŹŋɱòƍűĞŀĒɱêűùaĲŹɁɱGùűľaŀɱĵaŀĒƍaĒùɱëĵaŹŹùŹɂɱ
ƥęĞëęɱƥùűùɱŀŋƅɱŋŀĵƫɱĵaŀĒƍaĒùɱĵùŹŹŋŀŹɱêƍƅɱaĵŹŋɱŮűŋŮaĒaŀòaɱđŋűɱHĞƅĵùűɱ
aŀòɱƅęùɱTęĞűòɱRùĞëęɂɱƥùűùɱĞŀƅűŋòƍëùòɁɱNaƵĞɱƫŋƍƅęɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɂɱĵĞĲùɱ
the Deutsche Jugend and the Volksbundjugend, were closely associated 

ƥĞƅęɱƅęùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱɒOĲŋĵĞżɂɱǐǎǎǖɂɱŮŮɁɱǏǎǎɜǏǎǐɓɁɱTęùŹùɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀŹɱƥùűùɱ
aɱƤùűƫɱĞľŮŋűƅaŀƅɱŮaűƅɱŋđɱNaƵĞɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɂɱƥęĞëęɱĞŹɱƍŹƍaĵĵƫɱĞŀƅùűŮűùƅùòɱ
as indoctrination since it was based on racist ideology and anti-hu-

ľaŀĞŹľɱɒRùêŋƍĵɂɱǏǗǕǕɂɱŮŮɁɱǏǑǏɜǏǕǏɓɁ
AĵƅęŋƍĒęɱƅęùűùɱaűùɱŹĞľĞĵaűĞƅĞùŹɱaŀòɱòĞđđùűùŀëùŹɱêùƅƥùùŀɱđaŹëĞŹľɱ

aŀòɱNaƵĞŹľɂɱêŋƅęɱaűùɱĒùŀùűaĵĵƫɱëŋŀŹĞòùűùòɱaŹɱŮaűaòĞĒľaƅĞëɱùƪaľŮĵùŹɱ
of totalitarianism. In both cases, Slovenian schools in the territory 

ƍŀòùűɱđaŹëĞŹƅɱaŀòɱNaƵĞɱŮŋƥùűŹɱƥùűùɱƅęùűùđŋűùɱƤĞëƅĞľŹɱŋđɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀ-

ĞŹľɁɱHŋƥùƤùűɂɱƅęùűùɱĞŹɱŀŋɱëŋŀŹùŀŹƍŹɱŋŀɱƥęùƅęùűɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥùűùɱƤĞëƅĞľŹɱ
ŋđɱaɱƅęĞűòɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀĞŹľɱađƅùűɱƅęùɱƥaűɃɱëŋľľƍŀĞŹľɁɱSŋľùɱêùĵĞùƤùɱ
that the post-war socialist regime in Slovenia was undemocratic, but 

not totalitarian in terms of the regimes in Eastern Europe.Ϩ In any case, 

3ɱ ɢIŀɱǐǎǏǏɱƅęùɱCŋŀŹƅĞƅƍƅĞŋŀaĵɱCŋƍűƅɱŋđɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɱòùŹĞĒŀaƅùòɱƅęùɱùŀƅĞűùɱŮŋĵĞƅĞëaĵɱŋűòùűɱ
òƍűĞŀĒɱǏǗǒǓɚǏǗǗǎɂɱɖɅɗɱaŹɱɤƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀɥɁɱHŋƥùƤùűɂɱƅęùɱCŋŀŹƅĞƅƍƅĞŋŀaĵɱCŋƍűƅɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱ
invoke any systematic treatments of totalitarianism, nor did it analyse this phe-

nomenon and its presence in the time period referred to. One cannot deny that in 

ǏǗǒǓɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱƥaŹɱùŹƅaêĵĞŹęùòɱŮűùòŋľĞŀaŀƅĵƫɱaŹɱaɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀɱŹƅaƅùɣɱɒFĵùűùɂɱǐǎǏǑɂɱ
ŮɁɱǏǏǔɓɁɱBƍƅɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaŀɱŹŋëĞŋĵŋĒĞŹƅɱSùűĒùįɱFĵùűùɱĞŀɱęĞŹɱaŀaĵƫŹĞŹɱɢòùŀĞùŹɱƅęaƅɱƅęùɱŋűòùűɱ
ĞŀɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱađƅùűɱƅęùɱǏǗǔǎŹɱƥaŹɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀɂɱaŀòɱĞŀɱŮaűƅĞëƍĵaűɱŀŋƅɱƥĞƅęɱűùŹŮùëƅɱƅŋɱ
aŀƫɱŋđɱƅęùɱùĵùľùŀƅŹɱĵaĞòɱòŋƥŀɱêƫɱCaűĵɱFűĞùòűĞëęɱaŀòɱZêĞĒŀĞùƥɱBűƵùƵĞŀŹĲĞɱĞŀɱƅęùĞűɱ
ëĵaŹŹĞëɱŹƅƍòƫɱɒǏǗǓǔɓɁɱIŀɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱòƍűĞŀĒɱƅęùɱǏǗǔǎŹɂɱùɁĒɁɱľĞĵĵĞŋŀŹɱŋđɱëŋŮĞùŹɱŋđɱűù-

ĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱľaƅùűĞaĵŹɱƥùűùɱđűùùĵƫɱŮƍêĵĞŹęùòɱaŀŀƍaĵĵƫɂɱùëŋŀŋľĞëɱƿűľŹɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱŋŮùűaƅùɱ
within a non-monetary planned economy; although the political system was of-

ƿëĞaĵĵƫɱaɱŋŀùɘŮaűƅƫɱŋŀùɂɱűùŮƍêĵĞëŹɱɒaŹɱŋđɱǏǗǕǏɱaĵŹŋɱŮűŋƤĞŀëùŹɓɱaëƅùòɱaŹɱaƍƅŋŀŋľŋƍŹɱ
ŮŋĵĞƅĞëaĵɱùŀƅĞƅĞùŹɂɱƅaĲĞŀĒɱëaűùɱŋđɱƅęùĞűɱĞŀƅùűùŹƅŹɱaŀòɱëŋŀǂĞëƅĞŀĒɱľƍƅƍaĵĵƫɁɱAĵƅęŋƍĒęɱ
Tito was appointed president with a life mandate and his cult proliferated, his ac-

tual power was limited by the federal nature of the state and opposing federal units. 

AĵŹŋɂɱƥĞƅęɱűùŹŮùëƅɱƅŋɱŀŋɱŋƅęùűɱùĵùľùŀƅŹɱŀŋƅùòɱêƫɱƅęùɱaƍƅęŋűŹɱƅęùűùɱĞŹɱŀŋɱűùaŹŋŀɱ
đŋűɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱƅŋɱêùɱòùŹĞĒŀaƅùòɱaɱƅŋƅaĵĞƅaűĞaŀɱŹƅaƅùɱaŹɱŋđɱƅęùɱľĞòòĵùɱŋđɱƅęùɱǏǗǔǎŹɣɱ
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this was a regime in which some human rights were violated because 

private schools were banned, and in public schools, if they followed 

ƅęùɱòùľaŀòŹɱŋđɱƅęùɱCŋľľƍŀĞŹƅɱPaűƅƫɂɱƅęùƫɱƥŋƍĵòɱęaƤùɱƅŋɱĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀ-

ate, that is, to inculcate Marxist ideology.

The Violation of the Right of Parents to Establish and Choose 

Private Schools after World War II

The right of parents to choose private schools would be worthless if at 

the same time the right to establish private schools did not exist.ϩɱAŀòɱ
ƅęùɱŋŮŮŋŹĞƅùɃɱƅęùɱűĞĒęƅɱƅŋɱùŹƅaêĵĞŹęɱŹƍëęɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥŋƍĵòɱêùɱƥŋűƅęĵùŹŹɱ
without recognition of the right of parents to choose them. It is evid-

ùŀƅɂɱƅęùűùđŋűùɂɱƅęaƅɱƅęùɱŰƍùŹƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱƥęĞëęɱŋđɱƅęùŹùɱƅƥŋɱűĞĒęƅŹɱëŋľùŹɱƿűŹƅɱ
ľaĲùŹɱŀŋɱŹùŀŹùɱĞđɱƥùɱįƍòĒùɱĞƅɱđűŋľɱƅęùɱĵŋĒĞëaĵɱŮŋĞŀƅɱŋđɱƤĞùƥɂɱđŋűɱƅęùűùɱ
is no before and after. But looking from the historical point of view, the 

right to establish such schools comes before the right to choose them 

aŀòɱľaĲùŹɱƅęùɱëęŋĞëùɱŮŋŹŹĞêĵùɱɒBŋêêĞŋɂɱǏǗǖǔɂɱŮɁɱǏǕɓɁ
The right of parents to choose private schools – or more pre-

cisely, schools other than those established or maintained by the 

public authorities – for their children is recognised as a human right 

ĞŀɱƅƥŋɱĞľŮŋűƅaŀƅɱĞŀƅùűŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱòŋëƍľùŀƅŹɃɱƿűŹƅĵƫɂɱ ĞŀɱƅęùɱInterna-

tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,Ϫ and secondly, 

ɒIêĞòɁɓɁɱTęùɱŮŋĵĞƅĞëaĵɱaĵĵĞaŀëùɱêùƅƥùùŀɱƅęùɱSŋƤĞùƅɱUŀĞŋŀɱaŀòɱFùòùűaĵɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱɒŋđɱ
ƥęĞëęɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɱƥaŹɱŮaűƅɓɱĵaŹƅùòɱŋŀĵƫɱđűŋľɱǏǗǒǓɱƅŋɱǏǗǒǖɂɱƥęùŀɱƅęùɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤɱCŋľ-

ľƍŀĞŹƅɱPaűƅƫɱƥaŹɱùƪŮùĵĵùòɱđűŋľɱƅęùɱSŋƤĞùƅɘòŋľĞŀaƅùòɱĞŀƅùűŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱëŋľľƍŀĞŹƅɱ
ŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀɁɱTęùɱŮŋĵĞƅĞëaĵɱêűùaĲɱƥĞƅęɱƅęùɱSŋƤĞùƅɱUŀĞŋŀɱĞŀɱǏǗǒǖɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱęŋƥùƤùűɂɱ
ľaűĲɱaɱëĵùaŀɱêűùaĲɱƥĞƅęɱSŋƤĞùƅɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀaĵɱƅęĞŀĲĞŀĒɁɱNùƤùűƅęùĵùŹŹɂɱđűŋľɱǏǗǓǎɱƅęùɱ
Soviet model of educational theory was gradually replaced with more independ-

ent educational thinking.

͸ɱ SĞŀëùɱǏǗǓǎɱűùĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱëŋľľƍŀĞƅĞùŹɱęaƤùɱêùùŀɱaĵĵŋƥùòɱƅŋɱùŹƅaêĵĞŹęɱűùĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱ
đŋűɱƅęùɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱŮűĞùŹƅŹɱɒTęùɱCŋŀŹƅĞƅƍƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱƅęùɱSRɱŋđɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɂɱǏǗǕǒɂɱAűƅĞëĵùɱ
ǐǐǗɄɱŠĞľùŀëɂɱǏǗǗǔɂɱŮɁɱǑǗɓɁɱHŋƥùƤùűɂɱƅęùĞűɱűĞĒęƅɱĞŹɱĵĞľĞƅùòɱaŀòɱƤùűƫɱòĞđđùűùŀƅɱđűŋľɱ
the right to establish private schools, as it is formulated in the international doc-

uments on human rights. 

5ɱ ɢTęùɱSƅaƅùŹɱPaűƅĞùŹɱƅŋɱƅęùɱŮűùŹùŀƅɱCŋƤùŀaŀƅɱƍŀòùűƅaĲùɱƅŋɱęaƤùɱűùŹŮùëƅɱđŋűɱƅęùɱ
liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians, to choose for their 
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in the Convention Against Discrimination in Education.ϫ In both docu-

ľùŀƅŹɂɱƅęĞŹɱűĞĒęƅɱŋđɱŮaűùŀƅŹɱĞŹɱòùƿŀùòɱaŹɱaɱűĞĒęƅɱƅŋɱliberty of choice. That 

ĞŹɱƅŋɱŹaƫɂɱĞƅɱĞŹɱòùƿŀùòɱaŹɱƅęùɱĵĞêùűƅƫɱŋđɱŮaűùŀƅŹɱƅŋɱëęŋŋŹùɱŮűĞƤaƅùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɁɱ
This right is correlative to the duty of the State to refrain from impos-

ing on them an obligation to send their children to public schools. 

DùƿŀùòɱĞŀɱŹƍëęɱaɱƥaƫɂɱƅęùɱòĞŹëƍŹŹùòɱűĞĒęƅɱĞŹɱƍŀòùűŹƅŋŋòɱaŹɱfreedom 

from the State monopoly in education. Therefore, this right of parents, 

as well as other individual human rights, requires the State to limit its 

power.ϬɱAĵĵɱSƅaƅùŹɱƅęaƅɱęaƤùɱűaƅĞƿùòɱƅęùɱľùŀƅĞŋŀùòɱĞŀƅùűŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱòŋë-

uments on human rights have voluntarily accepted this limitation of 

ƅęùĞűɱŹŋƤùűùĞĒŀɱŮŋƥùűɱĞŀɱűùĵaƅĞŋŀɱƅŋɱƅęùĞűɱëĞƅĞƵùŀŹɁϭɱHŋƥùƤùűɂɱƅęĞŹɱƥaŹɱ
not enough for protecting the discussed parents’ right. The former 

YƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɱűaƅĞƿùòɂɱaľŋŀĒɱŋƅęùűɱĞŀƅùűŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱòŋëƍľùŀƅŹɱŋŀɱęƍľaŀɱ
rights, the Convention Against Discrimination in EducationɱĞŀɱǏǗǔǒɱaŀòɱ
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural RightsɱĞŀɱǏǗǕǏɁɱ
But despite this, all private schools except seminaries and faculties of 

theology were legally prohibited on its territory not only before but 

aĵŹŋɱađƅùűɱűaƅĞƿëaƅĞŋŀɁɱIŀɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɂɱđŋűɱùƪaľŮĵùɂɱŮűĞƤaƅùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱƥùűùɱ
aêŋĵĞŹęùòɱađƅùűɱWŋűĵòɱWaűɱIIɂɱƥęùŀɱƅęùɱRùŮƍêĵĞëɱŋđɱSĵŋƤùŀĞaɱêùëaľùɱ
aɱëŋŀŹƅĞƅƍƅĞƤùɱŮaűƅɱŋđɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɂɱaŀòɱƅęùƫɱęaƤùɱêùùŀɱŮùűľĞƅƅùòɱaĒaĞŀɱ
since 1991, when Slovenia became an independent state.Ϯ In this case 

children schools, other than those established by the public authorities” (Interna-

tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural RightsɂɱǏǗǔǔɂɱAűƅɁɱǏǑɁǑɓɁ
ͺ “It is essential to respect the liberty of parents and, where applicable, of legal guard-

ians, […] to choose for their children institutions other than those maintained by 

the public authorities” (Convention Against Discrimination in EducationɂɱǏǗǔǎɂɱAűƅɁɱ
ǓɁɱǏɁêɓɁ

ͻɱ CđɁɱHaaűŹëęùűɂɱǏǗǗǑɂɱŮŮɁɱǏǏɚǏǐɂɱǑǖɚǑǗɁ
ͼɱ TęùɱSƅaƅùŹɱęaƤùɱƅęùľŹùĵƤùŹɱĵĞľĞƅùòɱƅęùĞűɱĞŀƅùűŀaĵɱŹŋƤùűùĞĒŀƅƫɱɒRùŀòùĵɂɱǏǗǗǕɂɱŮɁɱǐǑɓɁɱ

Internal sovereignty is subordinate to international law, which is a product of con-

sensualism, but limits the arbitrary exercise of power. Nothing can be imposed on 

those who govern without their consent. National sovereignty is in this way safe-

ĒƍaűòùòɱɒBùƅƅaƅĞɂɱǏǗǗǔɂɱŮŮɁɱǗǏɂɱǏǎǎɚǏǎǏɓɁ
ͽ In 1945, all private schools were banned. The exception was religious schools 

for the education of priests, which have been allowed to be established by reli-

ĒĞŋƍŹɱëŋľľƍŀĞƅĞùŹɱŹĞŀëùɱǏǗǓǎɁɱBƍƅɱƅęùɱëùűƅĞƿëaƅùŹɱŋđɱƅęùŹùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱęaƤù 
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it is totally clear that the State respected neither the liberty of parents 

to choose private schools for their children, nor the right of individu-

als and bodies to establish and direct private schools. 

HŋƥùƤùűɂɱaĵƅęŋƍĒęɱƅęùɱŮűùƤĞŋƍŹĵƫɱľùŀƅĞŋŀùòɱĞŀƅùűŀaƅĞŋŀaĵɱòŋëƍ-

ments on human rights guarantee the right of parents to choose private 

schools, this does not mean that parents’ liberty of choice is unlimited. 

On the contrary, it is restricted. On the one hand, parents have freedom 

in their choice of schools only in relation to the State, but not necessar-

ily also in relation to the religious communities or churches to which 

ƅęùƫɱêùĵŋŀĒɁɱPaűùŀƅŹɱêùĵŋŀĒĞŀĒɱƅŋɱƅęùɱCaƅęŋĵĞëɱCęƍűëęɂɱđŋűɱĞŀŹƅaŀëùɂɱ
have a duty to send their children to Catholic schools wherever this 

is possible.Ϧϥ On the other hand, parents are permitted to choose only 

those private schools “which conform to such minimum educational 

standards as may be laid down or approved by the State” (Interna-

tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural RightsɂɱAűƅɁɱǏǑɁǑɓɱŋűɱɢêƫɱ
the public authorities” (Convention Against Discrimination in Educa-

tionɂɱAűƅɁɱǓɁǏɁêɓɁɱTęùűùđŋűùɂɱƅęùɱSƅaƅùɱĞŹɱŀŋƅɱŋŀĵƫɱŋêĵĞĒùòɱƅŋɱŮùűľĞƅɱŮaű-
ents’ liberty of choice but also to limit it.

public validity. Two such Catholic secondary religious schools were established, 

êƍƅɱƅęùĞűɱëŋľŮĵùƅĞŋŀɱaĵĵŋƥùòɱùŀűŋĵľùŀƅɱŋŀĵƫɱĞŀɱƅęùɱFaëƍĵƅƫɱŋđɱTęùŋĵŋĒƫɁɱIđɱĒűaòƍ-

ates of these schools wanted to enrol in other colleges or universities, they had to 

ŮaŹŹɱùƪaľŹɱaƅɱŹƅaƅùɱĒƫľŀaŹĞƍľŹɱɒëđɁɱŠĞľùŀëɂɱǏǗǗǔɂɱŮɁɱǑǗɓɁɱTęĞŹɱľùaŀŹɱƅęaƅɱƅęùŹùɱ
schools were in some sense private, but all other types of private schools (includ-

ĞŀĒɱűùĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱŋŀùŹɓɱƅęaƅɱƥùɱƍŹƍaĵĵƫɱƅęĞŀĲɱŋđɱƥęùŀɱƥùɱƅaĵĲɱaêŋƍƅɱŮűĞƤaƅùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɱ
were banned. Since 1991, the existence of private schools has again been permitted 

thanks to the new concept of the educational system in Slovenia, which is foun-

ded on the basis of human rights and other political, cultural and moral values 

ƥęĞëęɱĵĞùɱaƅɱƅęùɱűŋŋƅɱŋđɱaɱëĞƤĞĵĞƵùòɱŹŋëĞùƅƫɃɱŮĵƍűaĵĞŹƅɱòùľŋëűaëƫɂɱƅŋĵùűaŀëùɂɱŹŋĵĞò-

arity and the rule of law (The European Dimension of Education: Teaching and Cur-

riculum Content; RęƘŪŔƬƤĽŪşɰđĘɰŔaɰCŪşİęƐĘşĊĘɰƍĘƐŝaşĘşƤĘɰđĘƘɰMĽşĽƘƤƐĘƘɰĘƬƐŪƍęĘşƘɰđĘɰ
ŔɤEđƬĊaƤĽŪşɰƘƬƐɰɤŔaɰđĽŝĘşƘĽŪşɰĘƬƐŪƍęĘşşĘɰđĘɰŔɤęđƬĊaƤĽŪşɂɰƍƐaƤĽƏƬĘɰđĘɰŔɤĘşƘĘĽışĘŝĘşƤɰĘƤɰ
contenu des programmes’ɂɱǏǗǗǏɂɱŮɁɱǑɂɱǓɓɁ

͵ʹɱ ɢPaűùŀƅŹɱaűùɱƅŋɱŹùŀòɱƅęùĞűɱëęĞĵòűùŀɱƅŋɱƅęŋŹùɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɂɱƥęĞëęɱƥĞĵĵɱŮűŋƤĞòùɱđŋűɱƅęùĞűɱ
Catholic education. If they cannot do this, they are bound to ensure the proper 

Catholic education of their children outside the school” (Codex Iuris CanoniciɂɱǏǗǖǑɂɱ
CaŀɁɱǕǗǖɓɁ
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Nevertheless, although this parental right is limited, there is no 

doubt that it was violated in Slovenia after World War II, when it was 

ŋŀùɱŋđɱƅęùɱŹĞƪɱŹŋëĞaĵĞŹƅɱűùŮƍêĵĞëŹɱŋđɱđùòùűaĵɱYƍĒŋŹĵaƤĞaɁɱIđɱƥùɱëŋŀŹĞòùűɱ
ƅƥŋɱaòòĞƅĞŋŀaĵɱđaëƅŹɱɚɱƿűŹƅĵƫɂɱƅęaƅɱŮaűùŀƅŹɱƥùűùɱĵùĒaĵĵƫɱŋêĵĞĒaƅùòɱƅŋɱ
send their children to public schools, and secondly, that the educa-

tion in these public schools was, or at least was supposed to be, based 

on Marxist ideology – then we can conclude that the State violated 

another internationally recognised parent’s right, the right “to ensure 

religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their 

own convictions” (The International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural RightsɂɱǏǑɁǑɓɱĞŀɱŮƍêĵĞëɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɁ

The Violation of the Right of Parents to Educate their Children 

in Conformity with Their Own Religious or Philosophical 

Convictions in Public Schools

AëëŋűòĞŀĒɱƅŋɱƅęùɱEƍűŋŮùaŀɱCŋƍűƅɱŋđɱHƍľaŀɱRĞĒęƅŹɂɱƅęùɱSƅaƅùɱĞŹɱđŋű-
bidden from pursuing an aim of indoctrination in public schools 

because indoctrination is considered to not respect parents’ religious 

and philosophical convictions (DĽıĘƘƤɰŪİɰSƤƐaƘĉŪƬƐıɰCaƘĘɰəɰLaǄɰƐĘŔaƤ-
ing to the European Convention on Human RightsɂɱǏǗǖǓɂɱŮŮɁɱǖǏǎɚǖǏǏɓɁɱ
AëëŋűòĞŀĒɱƅŋɱĞƅŹɱĞŀƅùűŮűùƅaƅĞŋŀɂɱƅęùɱSƅaƅùɱľƍŹƅɱɢŮűŋƅùëƅɱƅęùɱëęĞĵòűùŀɱ
of certain parents from compulsory religious or philosophical instruc-

tion which is not directed at providing information but which is con-

cerned with indoctrinating children with unacceptable beliefs, con-

ƤĞëƅĞŋŀŹɱŋűɱĞòùŋĵŋĒĞùŹɣɱɒĞêĞòɁɂɱŮɁɱǖǎǏɓɁϦϦ Countries where the parental 

right has been violated were formerly the communist, including Slov-

enia – there were parents legally obligated to send their children to 

public schools in which education was, or at least was supposed to be, 

͵͵ɱ HùűùɂɱŋŀëùɱaĒaĞŀɂɱĞƅɱĞŹɱŀŋƅɱëĵùaűɱƥęùƅęùűɱĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀaƅĞŋŀɱĞŹɱđŋűêĞòòùŀɱêùëaƍŹùɱêù-

liefs, convictions or ideologies are unacceptable, or because indoctrination itself 

ĞŹɱŀŋƅɱaëëùŮƅaêĵùɁɱUŀaëëùŮƅaêĵùɱđŋűɱƥęŋľɈɱIƅɱŹùùľŹɱđŋűɱŮaűùŀƅŹɁɱBƍƅɱƥŋƍĵòɱĞŀòŋë-

trination of children be acceptable if these beliefs, convictions or ideologies were 

acceptable for their parents?
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based on Marxist ideology.Ϧϧ But this phenomenon of indoctrination 

was not unique to communist regimes. Before World War II, the Cath-

olic Church in some European countries also required that all school 

ŹƍêįùëƅŹɱĞŀɱŮƍêĵĞëɱŹëęŋŋĵŹɂɱùƤùŀɱľaƅęùľaƅĞëŹɱaŀòɱƅęùɱŀaƅƍűaĵɱŹëĞùŀëùŹɂɱ
would be permeated with Catholicism.ϦϨ In these cases, Marxism and 

Catholicism were seen as indoctrination and, as such, a violation of the 

right of parents to educate their children in public schools in accord-

ance with their own religious or philosophical convictions.

But in the context of the discussed international documents on 

ęƍľaŀɱűĞĒęƅŹɂɱƅƥŋɱƅęĞŀĒŹɱaűùɱŀŋƅɱëĵùaűɱùŀŋƍĒęɁɱFĞűŹƅĵƫɂɱĞƅɱĞŹɱŀŋƅɱŋêƤĞ-
ous what exactly is meant by indoctrination. The Court’s interpret-

ation gives the impression that only one criterion of indoctrination 

ęaŹɱêùùŀɱƍŹùòɃɱaĞľɱŋűɱĞŀƅùŀƅĞŋŀɁɱAëëŋűòĞŀĒĵƫɂɱĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀaƅĞŋŀɱĞŹɱđŋű-
bidden as the aim of religious or philosophical instruction in public 

schools.Ϧϩ Secondly, it is not evident why indoctrination is forbidden. 

It is clear, of course, that it is forbidden because it is seen as something 

êaòɁɱBƍƅɱƅęùɱŰƍùŹƅĞŋŀɱűùľaĞŀŹɃɱĞŹɱĞƅɱđŋűêĞòòùŀɱêùëaƍŹùɱĞƅɱĞŹɱêaòɱĞŀɱĞƅŹùĵđɱ
or because it is bad only as a violation of parents’ right to educate their 

͵Ͷɱ IŀɱǏǗǕǒɂɱƅęùɱCŋľľƍŀĞŹƅɱPaűƅƫɱòùľaŀòùòɃɱɢIƅɱĞŹɱƍűĒùŀƅɱɖɅɗɱƅęaƅɱƫŋƍŀĒɱaŀòɱaòƍĵƅɱ
accept Marxism as their worldview. […] This binds all factors of education to be 

ëŋľêaƅĞƤùɱaŀòɱëűĞƅĞëaĵɱĞŀɱƅęùɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀaĵɱƥŋűĲɱŋđɱaĵĵɱŀŋŀɘŹëĞùŀƅĞƿëɂɱaŀƅĞɘMaűƪĞŹƅɱ
theories, ideas and ideologies that are alien to socialist self-government, as well 

as to their bearers” (Deseti kongresɂɱǏǗǕǒɂɱŮɁɱǑǐǏɓɁɱ
͵ͷ In the Encyclical on Christian Education (Divini Illius MagistriɓɱĒĞƤùŀɱêƫɱPŋŮùɱ

PĞƍŹɱXIɱĞŀɱǏǗǐǗɂɱĞƅɱĞŹɱëĵùaűĵƫɱŹƅaƅùòɃɱɢIƅɱĞŹɱŀùëùŹŹaűƫɱŀŋƅɱŋŀĵƫɱƅęaƅɱűùĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱĞŀŹƅűƍë-

ƅĞŋŀɱêùɱĒĞƤùŀɱƅŋɱƅęùɱƫŋƍŀĒɱaƅɱëùűƅaĞŀɱƿƪùòɱƅĞľùŹɂɱêƍƅɱaĵŹŋɱƅęaƅɱùƤùűƫɱŋƅęùűɱŹƍêįùëƅɱ
ƅaƍĒęƅɂɱêùɱŮùűľùaƅùòɱƥĞƅęɱCęűĞŹƅĞaŀɱŮĞùƅƫɣɱɒPŋĞŀƅɱǖǎɓɁɱEƤùŀɱľŋűùɂɱɢĞƅɱĞŹɱŀùëùŹ-

ŹaűƫɱƅęaƅɱaĵĵɱƅęùɱƅùaëęĞŀĒɱaŀòɱƅęùɱƥęŋĵùɱŋűĒaŀĞƵaƅĞŋŀɱŋđɱƅęùɱŹëęŋŋĵɂɱaŀòɱĞƅŹɱƅùaëę-

ers, syllabus and text-books in every branch be regulated by the Christian spirit, 

ƍŀòùűɱƅęùɱòĞűùëƅĞŋŀɱaŀòɱľaƅùűŀaĵɱŹƍŮùűƤĞŹĞŋŀɱŋđɱƅęùɱCęƍűëęɣɱɒĞêĞòɁɓɁ
͵͸ɱ YùƅɂɱĞđɱƅęùɱűùŰƍĞűùľùŀƅŹɱɚɱƅęaƅɱƅęùɱSƅaƅùɱɢľƍŹƅɱƅaĲùɱëaűùɱƅęaƅɱĞŀđŋűľaƅĞŋŀɱŋűɱĲŀŋƥ-

ĵùòĒùɱĞŀëĵƍòùòɱĞŀɱƅęùɱëƍűűĞëƍĵƍľɱĞŹɱëŋŀƤùƫùòɱĞŀɱaŀɱŋêįùëƅĞƤùɂɱëűĞƅĞëaĵɱaŀòɱŮĵƍűaĵ-
istic manner” (DĽıĘƘƤɰŪİɰSƤƐaƘĉŪƬƐıɰCaƘĘɰəɰLaǄɰƐĘŔaƤĽşıɰƤŪɰƤĸĘɰEƬƐŪƍĘaşɰCŪşǃĘşƤĽŪşɰŪşɰ
Human RightsɂɱǏǗǖǓɂɱŮŮɁɱǖǏǎɚǖǏǏɓɄɱaŀòɱƅęaƅɱƅęùɱùƪùľŮƅĞŋŀɱđűŋľɱɢëŋľŮƍĵŹŋűƫɱùòƍ-

cation in one religion” must be allowed because it means teaching “unacceptable 

beliefs, convictions or ideologies” – are understood as prevention of indoctrina-

tion, then the method and content criterion of indoctrination have been used too.
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children in conformity with their own religious or philosophical con-

victions? If it was forbidden because it is bad in itself, then we would 

expect it to be forbidden also in private schools and at home as well. 

Since indoctrination is not explicitly forbidden there, it might make 

someone believe that it is forbidden because it is in opposition with 

the previously mentioned parents’ right. If so, then it seems that we 

should conclude either that indoctrination is something good when the 

indoctrinators are parents or teachers in private schools who indoctrin-

ate children in accordance with their parents’ religious or philosoph-

ical convictions, or that indoctrination in such cases is not possible. If 

we understand indoctrination in the sense which it has in predomin-

ant philosophical theories of indoctrination, then both conclusions 

are false, since indoctrination is in contemporary philosophy of edu-

cation commonly seen as something bad and immoral.ϦϪ If so, then 

indoctrination is a bad thing also when children are indoctrinated by 

their parents or by teachers who indoctrinate children in accordance 

with their parents’ religious or philosophical convictions in private 

schools. On the other hand, there is no evidence that indoctrination 

ĞŀɱŹƍëęɱëaŹùŹɱƥŋƍĵòɱêùɱĞľŮŋŹŹĞêĵùɁɱIƅɱľĞĒęƅɱêùɱaűĒƍùòɱƅęaƅɱįƍŹƅɱƅęùɱ
ŋŮŮŋŹĞƅùɱĞŹɱƅűƍùɁɱRùĵĞĒĞŋƍŹɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɱĞŹɱŀaľùĵƫɱŋđƅùŀɱĒĞƤùŀɱaŹɱaɱŮaűaòĞĒ-

ľaƅĞëɱëaŹùɱŋđɱĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀaƅĞŋŀɱɒSŀŋŋĲɂɱǏǗǕǐɂɱŮŮɁɱǕǔɚǕǗɓɁɱBƍƅɱƅęĞŹɱòŋùŹɱ
not mean that all religious or philosophical education is indoctrina-

tion. It means that some forms of religious or philosophical education 

could become indoctrination, while others are – at least according to 

ƅęùɱEƍűŋŮùaŀɱCŋƍűƅɱŋđɱHƍľaŀɱRĞĒęƅŹɱɚɱŀŋƅɱƍŀòùűŹƅŋŋòɱaŹɱĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀ-

aƅĞŋŀɱĞđɱŹƍëęɱƅùaëęĞŀĒɱɢĞŹɱëŋŀƤùƫùòɱĞŀɱaŀɱŋêįùëƅĞƤùɂɱëűĞƅĞëaĵɱaŀòɱŮĵƍűaĵ-
istic manner” (DĽıĘƘƤɰŪİɰSƤƐaƘĉŪƬƐıɰCaƘĘɰəɰLaǄɰƐĘŔaƤĽşıɰƤŪɰƤĸĘɰEƬƐŪƍĘaşɰ
Convention on Human RightsɂɱǏǗǖǓɂɱŮŮɁɱǖǏǎɚǖǏǏɓɁ

͵͹ In the past, indoctrination was not always understood as blameworthy. In the 

MĞòòĵùɱAĒùŹɱĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀaƅĞŋŀɱĞŀòĞëaƅùòɱƅęùɱĞľŮĵaŀƅĞŀĒɱŋđɱCęűĞŹƅĞaŀɱòŋëƅűĞŀùɁɱAŹɱŹƍëęɂɱ
ɢĞŀòŋëƅűĞŀaƅĞŋŀɣɱƥaŹɱŹƫŀŋŀƫľŋƍŹɱƥĞƅęɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɱaŀòɱĞƅɱòĞòɱŀŋƅɱęaƤùɱaɱŮùįŋűaƅ-

ive connotation. Later on, indoctrination “gradually assumed the connotations of 

aɱëŋùűëĞƤùɱƅƫŮùɱŋđɱùòƍëaƅĞŋŀɣɱaŀòɱęaŹɱaëŰƍĞűùòɱaɱŀùĒaƅĞƤùɱľùaŀĞŀĒɱɒGaƅëęùĵɂɱǏǗǕǐɂɱ
ŮŮɁɱǏǏɚǏǑɓɁ



͵ͽ͹HƐǪǷƼǢƐŀчǪŜƋƼƧŀǪǷƐŜŀч ͵ϼͶʹͶ͵ч ͻч ч ч ч SǷǿţƐūччStudies

These conceptual differences must be considered when we speak 

of indoctrination as a violation of the aforementioned human rights. 

It would also be a mistake to see such a violation of human rights as 

ŹŋľùƅęĞŀĒɱŹŮùëĞƿëɱŋŀĵƫɱƅŋɱëŋľľƍŀĞŹƅɱëŋƍŀƅűĞùŹɁɱNùƤùűƅęùĵùŹŹɂɱƅęùűùɱ
is no doubt that the violation of these human rights was an important 

feature of what was then Slovenia, even if it was not – as some claim – 

a totalitarian country.
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