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ABSTRACT

Learning facts about life and institutions of
English-speaking countries is one of the parts
of studying English. In several examples from
different areas of life in Great Britain, the
U.S.A. and Canada, this project demonstrates
some possibilities of creative teaching at
secondary school with using all four skills

and three types of work with students.

This essay might become an inspiration for
other teachers-beginners who are also looking
for their own way and who would like to make
teaching and learning interesting and

enjoyable.
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“Language teaching is hard work. One must make an effort to
understand, to repeat accurately, to manipulate newvwly
understood language and to use the whole range of known
language in conversation or written composition. Effort is
required at every moment and must be maintained over a long

period of time."(A.Wright, D.Betteridge, M.Buckby, 1983:1)

Learning realia [ realia meants facts about 1life and
institutions of English-speaking countries 1 is one of the parts
of studying a foreign language. Although the view about this
area is different and teachers do not always have the same
opinion on how and in which range to teach realia, how to test
knowledge of it, if to grade it and if to use knowledge of realia
as a part of the final exam at secondary school, most teachers
surely agree, that if we study a foreign language, we should know
a basic geographical description of the country whose language we
want to understand. We should know something about the culture,
traditions, customs and the style of 1life to be able to
understand the mentality of the whole nation.

The great Czech pedagogue from 17th century, J.A. Komensky,

declared that the teaching process should be various and
interesting. In practice, during teaching realia, it means that
teaching and learning processes are to provide different

strategies. In an English textbook Britain Explored it is said

that there should be a variety of background information and it

is to be Presented through a combination of texts and
me thods. The skills that students practise can include
interpretation and discussion, as well as a range of reading
skills. Listening practice is very often provided through

authentic interviews. It is recommended to use photographs, maps,
charts, graphs, suitable and topical reading texts from
newspapers and magazines. All this should be used for discussion
wvhich can be done individually with students, in pairs or in
groups. The teaching material and aims are usually not a part of
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one book or textbook and that is why English teachers have to
find out a lot of information in many other magazines, papers,
handbooks and books. All this puts high demand on these teachers.

The new political situation in our country has also brought,
among other things, a development of tourism and so we have many
more possibilities to meet English-speaking tourists than wve used
to in the past. Young people have more chances to travel abroad
now, to hear and use the language which they learn, to find out
more facts about the style of 1life in English-speaking
countries. America has become a symbol of freedom and hope. All
this is surely a big motivation for learning.

For the second year, I have been teaching at the Secondary
Forestry Technical school in Trutnov. It is my second year of
work with students whose study finishes with a final exam. [The
school has a good tradition. Our students have contacts with many
similar schools abroad, especially in Northern Europe, and a
knowledge of foreign languages has always been necessary at our
school. ]

However, my pedagogic practice is longer--1I have been
teaching more than 12 years. During that time, I have had
experience at basic school, a special school for slower pupils
and an apprentice school. For the 1last 4 years 1 have been
teaching predominantly English.

From the time of the c¢hange in the political situation of
our country when we opened a door to the West and English started
to spread in our schools very quickly, I have attended several
English summer courses in our Republic, and I have managed to
visit England with several other teachers of English. Besides the
learning methodology of teaching English, we could look at the
life of English families, we had the possibility to see the
systems of teaching in some English basic and secondary schools
and compare them with the systems of education in our country. I
have made friendships and I keep in contact with people from
England, U.S.A. and Australia. That all is a contribution to my
work, because correspondence, photographs, prospects and received

information are possible Lo use for teaching realia very well.
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To know what my students attitudes towards realia are like,
I prepared a questionnaire about this topic for thenm. According
to the results of the questionnaire, a large number of students
admit that people learning English should know basic information
referring to English.speaking countries. They prefer geographical
and natural history information united with travelling. Howvever,
they also appreciate the democracy in English-speaking
countries, which is connected with feelings of freedom and
national pride.Students are keen on the style of life of English,
American, Canadian and Australian people and have questions
concerning the way of every-day life, the system of education and
how leisure time is spent.

The students admit that their textbooks give them
understandable information, but it is too brief and the form of
presentation of the facts is not interesting. They miss pictures,
topics are not chosen properly and moreover, they are not
realistic and they do not provide enough places for conversation.
The students welcome other learning materials, e.g. magazines,
prospects, maps, photos, videocassettes and others.

I realize that realia and its teaching is a very wide area.
My work can only be a small contribution in this field. It will
be just an illustration of how to make teaching and learning
realia interesting and which methods are possible to use. In
several examples from different areas of 1life in Great Britain,
the U.S.A. and Canada, I would like to show how to practise all
four skills, especially speaking, using individual, pair or group
work. My work is not intended for special topics, interesting
only for my students and their profession [ e.g. wildlife,
hunting...],that is why I believe that this work might become an
inspiration for other new teachers, who are also looking for
their own way to teach, to make teaching and learning creative

and enjoyable.
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LESSON PLANS

Practical part--Using exercises in the class

This part of the project is concentrated on concrete lesson
plans. The chosen exercises are to bring examples of teaching
realia or its revision in three classes--2nd, 3rd, 4th. [Numbers
of classes are identical with numbers of years of studying
English.] Students’ age is from 15-18 years.

These tasks include especially facts about Great Britain and
the U.S.A.--geographical information, sightseeing, the system of
education and every-day life. A half of these activities covers
the whole lesson [45 minutes]. The others take 10-20 minutes. The
last one, connected with using video,is the shortest task. Host of
these activities are my own and I prepared them with help of
texts and advertisements from various magazines and newspapers. I
also used my experience from English courses of methodology.

The following chart helps readers Lo summarize using
activities, their length, practising of particular skills, tLypes

of work with students and level of students’ knowledge.

Skill Level Topic Time Work
Class
Reading 4th English Schools 45 min. | pair
4th Travel Agency. .. 45 min. group
Writing 3rd Tea 45 min. individual
pPair, group
Listening 3rd Places to Stay 20 min. individual
Speaking 2nd Living in London 45 min. group
or Trutnov
3rd The U.S.A.
--Blind Haps 20 min. pair
2nd Fun in New York 10 min. pair
--Video




Teaching realia
9

LESSON PLAN 1

Title: English Schools--Advertisements

Purpose: Reading for specific information [scanningl
Facts about system of English education

Level: 4th class

Time: 45 minutes

Materials: Advertisements, dictionaries

A very popular pre-reading activity is brainstorming.

“"Doing a big brainstorm on the blackboard, with the
teacher writing up the students contributions in
bubbles can be a motivating activity involving the
vhole class” (Haill:47).

The lesson started with brainstorming which should have
helped learners to refresh knowledge about education in England
[well explained in the book Britain Explored, 1992 ] from the

previous lesson. Students said words connected with the British
system of education. I wrote them on the blackboard. Students
revised some important facts and expressions, e.g. pre-school
education, primary school, secondary school, grammar school,
public, sixth form, college, Eleven Plus... . [ 5 minutes ]

Then the students wvere shown a sheet of paper with
advertisements. [ See Appendix, p.29 ] The task was to predict
wvhat wvas on the sheet. After studenis’ answers I showed them the
newspaper TES--The Times Educational Supplement destined for
teachers. [ 2 minutes ]

In the next stage of the activity students were divided into
groups of 3. Each group vas given one copy of the sheet of paper
with 16 advertisements and a sheet of paper with basic
information about teachers who were looking for a suitable job.
[ See Appendix, p.30 1 The students’' task was to find the right

school and job for each of these teachers.



Teaching realia
10

Before the work I went through the second sheet very quickly
together with the students to make sure that everything was clear.
After 18 minutes students’ work was stopped and students
checked up their answers [ See Appendix, p.30--Solution ]
During this step I asked students about concrete information from
the advertisements: e.g.Why do you think so?
Which type of school is Gresham’s school?
What does Science mean?
¥hich languages are classical ones?
[ 10 minutes 1
The last minutes were devoted to summary of new information

of the lesson.

Students were active during the lesson. They understood the
advertisements and were able to do their task well. Two groups
were finished before the time 1limit. Sometimes it was necessary
to help with explanation of unknown expressions.In the last part
of the lesson attention was paid to the last two advertisements
which vere very closely connected with students' future
professions and it was the reason why I choose them to the sheet.

To have more time, it would be good to use it for answvering
additional questions: e.g. Which kinds of schools can you find on

the sheet?

Which subjects are taught at English
schools?

Is here any remarkable fact for you?
Which school would be the most

interesting for you and why?

During preparation of the activity I was concentrated on the
right choice of advertisements. I wanted to provide my students
information especially about secondary schools and colleges, both
state and independent, including religious ones. Students found

the task enjoyable.
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LESSON PLAN 2
Title: Travel Agency Cosmos Offers
Purpose: Some other geographical information about the U.S.A.

and Canada
Reading for main idea [ skimming ]
Understanding original English texts
Enrichment of vocabulary
Level: 4th class
Time: 45 minutes
Materials: Copies of offers of sightseeing excursions--the U.S.A.
and Canada

Dictionaries, maps of the U.S.A. and Canada

Pre-reading activity included a small talk about travelling,
students’ dreams, about their desire to visit America and Canada.
[ 5 minutes ]

As the second step students were divided in groups of 3.

Each of 4 groups was given a small card with a name and interests
of the customer who is interested in a sightseeing excursion with

the agency Cosmos:

1.Miss Williams: She is really fascinated with New York City. She
wishes to visit the capital of the U.S.A. but she

does not want to go to Canada.

2.Mr HMiller: He is keen on national parks and countryside. He

really hates big cities.

3.Mrs Carrey: She likes living in big cities. She loves Canada
and speaks French very well. She would like also to

see the Niagara Falls.

4.Henry Watson: He prefers travelling in Canada. His dream is to

visit Vancouver and Banff National Park.
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The first and very short students’'task was to find the most
suitable trip for the particular customer. [ It was not difficult
because there were only 4 possibilities]. [See Appendix,p.31-38 ]

The main task of this lesson was to read the text, choose the
most important information, take notes and choose 5 newv important
words from the text. [ 20 minutes ]

As the last step in this lesson, students were talking about
the sightseeing excursions. Each group spoke about its trip,
about particular places which would be possible to visit and
the students showed the most attractive places on the map. Other
students could see pictures in a magazine. At the end of the
lesson students discussed which trip would be the most attractive

for them and why. [ 20 minutes 1

Students 1liked the 1lesson very much. They just had small
problems with understanding the text but they were able to
provide the essential information from the text.

Originally, students were given 15 minutes for their main
task , but it was not enough. Because wve were short of time,
only 3 groups could speak about their trip. There was no time to
write the new words on the blackboard, explain them, choose the
most important ones and learn them. We had to do it in the next
lesson.

One lesson [ 45 minutes ] is not enough for the activity.
Students are wusually fascinated with many beautiful places and
possibilities of travelling. They want to talk about them, but
the time for post-reading activities is missing.It would be
better to use this activity in voluntary conversation lessons

which are usually doubled.
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Hany vays exist of leading students to correct
writing. The next activity belongs to guided writing and it is a

special type of dictation--dictogloss.

“Learners who regularly engage in dictogloss lessons will
gradually see a refinement in their global aural

comprehension and note-taking skills."” (Wajnryb, 1990:7)

As Wajnryb points, dictogloss provides an opportunity for
learners to use their productive grammar in the task of text
creation. It also encourage learners to find out what they know

about English. ( Wajnryb, 1990:6 )

According to Wajnryb there are several stages of this
activity:
1.Prepare learners for the text--topical warm-up.
2.Prepare learners for the vocabulary of the text--pre-teaching
unknown vocabulary.

3.Ensure that learners know what they are expected to do.

4.0rganize learners into groups before the dictation begins.

5.The first reading--learners listen without writing to get a
global feeling for the whole passage.

6. The second reading--learners take notes.

7.Learners compare their notes.

8.The learners’'text is written up on the blackboard.

9.Final analysis of the text.

The text for the following activity is taken from an
methodolgy course of English, Prague,1993. Drinking tea is very
popular in Britain and it belongs to national traditions. It is

the reason vhy I include this activity into my final project.
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LESSON PLAN 3

Title: Tea

Purpose: Correct writing--right spelling and grammar
Intensive listening
Enrichment of vocabulary
British traditions

Level: 3rd class

Time: 45 minutes

Materials: Notebook, pen

Text:

The trouble with tea is that originally it was quite a good
drink. A group of the most eminant British scientists put their
heads together and made complicated biological experiments. To
find a way how to spoil it. To the eternal glory of English
science their labour was successful. They suggested that if you
don’'t drink it clear but pour a few drops of cold milk into it

and no sugar at all. The desired object is achieved.

As topical wvarm-up we started our lesson with talking about
tea. Students said words connected with tea ' e.g. Chinese,
English, black, with sugar, with honey, with milk, strong,
herbal, tea at five... . I helped my students with questions:
e.g. Which sort of tea do you like 7

When do you usually drink tea 7

How do you like it 7

The second step included wvork with unknown vocabulary
[ eternal glory, labour, desired, achieved ]. These new words wvere
explained and written on the blackboard.

During the first reading students were only listening. After

that they discussed in pairs what they had heard.
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During my second reading students took notes individually.
They compared their notes first with their neighbours and then in
3s-4s. After this students made groups of 6 and tried to complete
the article.

I read the text for the last time and students made final
changes in their notes. Finally, one student wrote up the text on
the blackboard without any my comments.

The last stage of the lesson was a comprehensive analysis

and correction of the students’ approximate text.

45 minutes are precisely the right time for this activity.
Students appreciate it, discussion about the correct form of the
text is usually 1lively, students help each other during text
creation. This activity includes individual, pair and group work.

Speed of reading depends on the 1level of students, but
usually normal spoken speed is recommended there. Of course, any

suitable text may be used for this activity.
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Listening is a very important part of language learning.
Students usually have problems with understanding native
speakers’ speech. That is why it is so important to help students

and go through listening to a taperecorder step-by-step.

"We begin by asking students to brainstorm...
We then provide a listening task for students
which is divided into gist listening, followved

by listening for detail” ( Smith, 1991:20 ).

LESSON PLAN 4

Title: Places to Stay
Purpose: Listening for gist

Listening for detail

Practical conversation--Reservation of a room in

a hotel
Level: 3rd class
Time: 20 minutes

Materials: Notebook, pen
Listening text [ See Appendix, p.39 1]

Taperecorder

The first listening [listening for gist] started after a
very short oral revision of vocabulary connected with the topic
Places to Stay [in a hotel,in a hostel, in a camp, in a tent...].

Before the listening students got 3 basic questions:

1. Where is the dialogue from 7

2. Who is speaking 7

3. What is the main problem of this dialogue 7

After the first listening students ansvwered all three
questions. A problem wvas with the speaker’'s surname -- B a u m.
Students were not able to spell it. I wrote the right form of the

name on the blackboard. [ 6 minutes ]
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Before the second listening [ listening for detailed
comprehension], students were given possibilities written on the
blackboard. Their task was to note the right answers in their

exercise-books during the listening: [ 8 minutes 1

1. Preferred room: a) doubled for a night
b) doubled for two nights

c) single for two nights

2. Area of the room: a) 20 feet square
b) more than 20 feet square

c) more than 12 feet square

3. Facilities: a) refridgerator
b) TV set

¢) telephone

4. Paying: a) cash
b) credit card

c) check

5. Registration form
includes: a) name
b) address
c) telephone number
d) place of living

e) licence number of Martin's car

6. Room number: a) 615
b) 515
c) 550

The main reason for the 3rd listening was to find out the
real price paid by Martin. There are several numbers in the text
and students usually have a problem to decide which is the right

one .
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Before the listening I asked students which numbers they had
already heard. The numbers were written on the blackboard:
130, 130, 126, ¢ 4,548, 55. The students’'task during the last
listening was to find out the right price [ 126 US $ 1. After the
listening we went through the other numbers to work their meaning

out. [ 6 minutes 1]

The listening text was suitable for the students and its
quality was very good. The students in this class do not practise
listening regularly, that is why I decided to help them with the
possibility of a choice of the right answers during their second
listening. Instead of writing the possible answers on the
blackboard, it is advisable to make a chart on a sheet of paper
and give a copy of the chart to each student. As a following
activity [ homework ] a similar dialogue in pairs can be set.
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Surely, not Jjust according to my teaching experience,
speaking is the most difficult skill in a language learning
process. Students are often able to understand what they listen
to [ teacher's commands, listening texts... 1, but they are not
able to express their own opinions and thoughts in English. That
is wvhy it is necessary to practise speaking in English lessons
and make students talk. Very often the teacher must help with the

right choice of words.

"Language teaching must concern itself with vocabulary,
giving the learner those words necessary Lo express
needs and feelings as well as the ability to understand

others” ( P.Mc Laughlin, S. Barlas:33 ).

Speaking is not possible without previous knowledge of
particular vocabulary. In the next exercise, the teacher’'s help
with vocabulary is often needed.

LESSON PLAN S

Title: Living in London or Trutnov

Purpose: Revision of knowledge about London
Conversation--arguments, comparison
Enrichment of vocabulary

Level: 2nd class

Time: 45 minutes

HMaterials: Handbook London, dictionaries, notebook, pen

The lesson began with an opening chat about the film

The Guide to Britain, whose first part about London students

wvatched on video the previous lesson. [ 5 minutes ]

Then the students were divided into two groups. Group A wvas
to collect as many arguments about advantages of living in London
as possible. Group B did the same, but these students should have

preferred living in Trutnov [ their town 1.
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Before students’ own work, it was necessary to explain the
meaning of words advantage and disadvantage and write these new
expressions on the blackboard. [ 8 minutes ]

After finishing the list of arguments, the best student from
each group sat down together with his partner at one desk and one
by one started their arguments. The other students made notes and
anti-arguments inveighing against the arguments of the speaker
from the other group. I help them to express their thoughts and
opinions. If the missing word was really important, I wrote it on
the blackboard and students into their vocabulary exercise books
[ e.g. sense of humour, observatory... 1.

Both leaders of the groups had quite a lot of arguments:
e.9. Group A--London:well known city
two big airports
cleaner than Trutnov
more possibilities to enjoy you leisure time
no terrible blocks of flats
people speak English very well
special sense of humour

beautiful policewomen.. .

Group B--Trutnov: few people
near the KrkonoSe [ the Giant Mountains ]
good beer
our President worked there
nice countryside--woods, hills, sights. ..
one of the oldest towns in Bohemia..

[ 8 minutes ]

The other studenis were listening carefully and then they
raised their questions towards their opponent [ the leader from
the other group 1. Students told their anti-arguments and they
discussed about their conviction. [ 20 minutes ]

At the end of the lesson I summarized advantages and

disadvanteges of living in each of the towns. [ 4 minutes )
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The students were divided into groups according to their
places of residence. Students-commuters were in the group A;
students living in Trutnov made group B. [ The students speaking
about Trutnov felt a particular patriotism because they like
their town. It is good for their argumentation. ]

The discussion was really lively. Students wvere almost
arguing among themselves and they enjoyed a lot of fun. Four most
active students received marks 1.

As the students had a vocabulary problem, my help was
sometimes necessary. Doing this activity with more experienced
students with richer vocabulary might be still more amusing.

This exercise is possible to use for comparison of various
facts [ The Czech Republic--The U.S.A., The English System of

Education--The American System of Education... 1].

LESSON PLAN 6

Title: The U.S.A.--Blind HMaps

Purpose: Geographical knowledge of the U.S.A.--States
Practising questions about Location

Level: 3rd class

Time: 20 minutes

Materials: Blind maps of the U.S.A.
Maps of the U.S.A.

Pen

Short oral revision of facts about the U.S.A. at the
beginning of the 1lesson helps students to refresh known
information. This lesson,each student said one sentence about the
U.S.A. [ S minutes 1]

After this, students made pairs, where one student was A and
the second B. Students A received maps of the U.S.A. with even
numbers. Students B had maps with odd numbers, [ See
Appendix, p.40-41 1 It meant that each student in a pair had

different missing states in his map.
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The students task was to find out the right position of
missing states without looking at the neighbour’'s map.

Before students own work, students were made to say various
possibilities of asking the location. Their suggestions wvere
written on the blackboard:e.g Which state is north of New Mexico?

What is the name of the state
between Utah and Kansas 7..
[ S minutes ]

Students were given 10 minutes for their task. I helped them
like an adviser and observed if they really spoke only English.

After finishing their exercise, students in a pair compared
their maps and each pair got another map where all states were

indicated and they could keep it. [ See Appendix, p.42 ]

Speed of work was individual in each pair. The first pair
finished the task in 8 minutes. Some others needed 5 minutes
more.

This activity is enjoyable and students 1like it. Final

comparison with the big wall coloured map would be available.

"The use of video influences the atmosphere in the
classroom positively. The motivation heightens and
students concentrate more and better. Social and
communicative barriers are removed, the fear to speak

and make mistakes disappears” [ Adamkova: 187 1

During the several last years, using video is a very popular
activity at school. But its aim is not just watching something. It
is an activity which should be well-prepared. I know from my own
experience that the programme should not be too long. The effect
is always bigger if we use video only for several minutes in an
English lesson. It is to be only a part of the lesson, because in
the opposite case students might get bored.

Usually English or American programmes where people speak

English are used. Although I have several such films, this time



Teaching realia
a3

I decided to use an American film about New York with Czech
commentary. The next activity is the shortest one in my project,
but at the same time, it ranks among the most popular.

LESSON PLAN 7

Title: Fun in New York

Purpse: Free speaking--enrichment of vocabulary
New information about New York

Level: 2nd class

Time: 10 minutes

Materials: Video

Film New York--American Travel

Dictionaries, exercise books, pens

g (9 Pre-viewing task

Students wvere told that they would watch a small part of a
film without voice. They did not know wvhat the film would be
about .

z. Viewing task

Students wvorked in pairs. One student from each pair was
watching TV. He was reporting what was happening in the film to
his neighbour who was just listening, sitting back to the TV set.

After the first watching , the listening students should have
spoken about what they had heard. Firstly, they tried to speak
without my help. Then I gave them concrete questions:
a.qg. Which city is it T

Which season of the year is right now in the film 7 Why ?

What is the atmosphere like 7. ..

Students were able to answer these questions because Lhere
vere some moments in the film helping to give the right answvers
[ view of skyscrapers, relaxing people in the Central Park, trees

in blossom...]. [ S minutes ]
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During the second watching students watched the film
together, again without voice. The two minutes long part of the
film was stopped after 15-20 seconds and the students commented
what was happening. I helped them with a new vocabulary:

e.g. pram--baby carriage

have a rest--relax

jogging--running for health. ..

As the final step of this exercise students watched the film
with the Czech commentary to find out if they were right and to

hear other information about living in New York. [ 5 minutes 1

This group of students worked this way for the first time.
They had problems with concentration on watching TV and reporting
at the same time. Also their active vocabulary was not too rich.
They were able to use only simple expressions, e.g. a big city,
woods or parks, playing childern, women sitting on benches,
babies, running people. ..

I had expected these smaller problems, that is why I chose
a simple situation in the film where a rich vocabulary was not
needed.

A big advantage of this task is that it does not take much
time and it makes teaching/learning creative and interesting.
An original English, American, Canadian or Australian film is not
necessary. A part of any film can be used. Students can try to
describe a situation in English or translate the essential part
of a Czech commentary into English, which is also very useful for

development of speaking.
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CONCLUSTION
Teaching is not only a job. It is something more. It is a
mission. Every young teacher’'s dream is to be a good teacher,

popular among students. However, the way towards the aim is long
and difficult.

There are a lot of books of methodology where it is advised
how to make teaching creative, joyful and playful. It is hard
work to bring any new information to this field. Moreover, it is
not the real intent of this essay. The main purpose is Lo show
how a teacher can make presentation of facts about English
speaking countries interesting and creative. On several examples
including all for skills, I have tried to demonstrate how it is
possible to bring the every-day life of people from English
speaking countries nearer to students.

In my project, I have been concentrated on areas which my
students are interested in and knowledge they could use during
their leaving examination in English or in their own practical
life: sightseeing, information about English system of education
and about study at English schools, customs--drinking tea,
travelling and formalities united with travelling (e.g. visit of
an travel agency, choice from offers of excursions, booking
accommodation in a hotel...), geographical facts about the U.S.A.
and Canada and information about sights and life in London and
New York City.

The field of information including knowledge about life in
English-speaking countries is incredibly wide and the choice of
possibilities is huge. My work can be only a small contribution
in the topic.

This project contains 7 concrete lesson plans. Each of them
demonstrates a particular skill--reading, writing, listening or
speaking. The most space is devoted to speaking. The reason is
that the contemporary tendency in language teaching is partial
especially to fluent speech. Speaking is one of the most
important skills and students will demonstrate particularly

knowledge of this skill during their final exam.
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I have been concentrated especially on 45-minute activities,
but the essay shows also advantages of short exercises,
especially the one connected with using video.

All three types of work with students ( individual, pair,
group work ), which are used, are quite balanced in this project.
Only group work is slightly predominating.

Great emphasis is put especially on my own practical
experience, which is, in my opinion, the most important. I did
not want to take exercises from good English and American
textbooks and practise them with my students, although it would
be possible, because there are many of them. In this essay, there
is a great proportion of my own ideas and in this way the
activities are original.

The whole conception of this work is a proof that to become
a good teacher of English means not to stagnate, to look for new
ways, new mines of knowledge, to know necessities of learners and
proceed from them. Such a teacher is not dependent only on basic
textbooks but he/she extents teaching with new methods, facts and
objects of interest obtained from various special and popular
magazines and books, from meetings other English teachers at
English courses and , of course, from his/her own fantasy. All
the new information can be brought into teaching process. Taken

entirely this leads the teacher to his own growth.
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Brooke City Technology College
( D. G. Newman MEd BSc

Principal
ke City Technology College is seeking
ners to fill the following positions from
ember 1992:
ign and Technology
ce and Drama
sics (experience in electronics
rable but not essential)
ich with Spanish or Gearman
nish
hematics
mistry
graphy
ory
>ollege opened on a green field site in August 1991
ear 7, year 9 and year 12 cohorts and is repeating
ame process this year.
seeking to appoint teachers with a variety of
grounds and experience and will welcome
cations from senior professionals and newly
fied teachers alike. The salaries are all negotiable
will take into consideration the additional
nitments undertaken by the College staff as well as
ous experience. It is hoped to fill these vacancies
* before 28th February 1992.
ils of, and application forms fov:the vacancies can
tained from the Principal at: Brooke CTC, Coomb
1, Great Oakley, Corby, Northants, NN18 8LA.
(0536) 4601 10. 07524

S —

BELHAVEN HILL
inbar, East Lothian EH42 1NN

1APS: 90 Boys 8-13

VO TEACHERS

‘equired for September 1992 to
1 some combination of Geography,
 Science, History and English.
ty to assist with games and
gness to enter fully into Boarding
ol life essential. Accomodation
able and a suitable candidate
d be considered for the post of
tant Housemaster. Belhaven is
ctively situated between the sea
the Lammermuir Hills and within
reach of Edinburgh.

ications in writing with full C.V.,
es, addresses and telephone
bers of 2 referees to the
Imaster

9727

2 HOLY CHILD SCHOOL

Catholic Independent GSA School
Sir Harry's R oad
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 2UR

Telephone: 021-440 4103/0256
Fax: 021-440 3639

Required for September 1992

TEACHER OF
FRENCH

To be responsible for an infant or junior class
and o teach Freach to pupuls age 7-11.
We are looking for an enthusiast able to
contribute to our whole school (age 3-18) ethos:

Christian Education
with a
European Dimension
Applications from young teachers will be
particularly welcome for this exciting new post
The school is situated in spacious grounds near
Birmingham University.

Please telephone or write to the Headmistress at
the school for an application form and further
details.

Closing date: Wednesday, 19 February 1992 os733

Teaching realia
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J LANCING COLLEGE

A Member of the Woodard
Corporation

CLASSICS

There will be a vacancy in September 1992
for a well qualified young graduate to teach
LATIN, GREEK and CLASSICAL CIVILI-
SATION up to University entrance in a
strong and very successful Classics
Department. The post would be suitable for
afirst or second appointment.

Ability to help with games and extra curricu-
lar activities will be an additional recom-
mendation. Single accommodation avail-
able. Lancing Salary Scale.

Applications, including full curriculum
vitae and the names and addresses of
two referees, to:-

|THE HEAD MASTER, LANCING COL-
| LEGE, WEST SUSSEX, BN150RW.

I 09761

DEAN CLOSE JUNIOR SCHOOL

J. L3

240 Pupils IAPS
Boarding/Day Co-educational
7-13 years

Required for September 1992, a

Class Teacher

for a form of 7 year old boys and girls. An expe-
rienced and well qualified teacher is sought who
has enthusiasm to motivate the youngest pupils
in the school. Normal duties as in a boarding prep
school, but help with girls’ games will be an im-
portant factor in this appointment. Full details
available from the Headmaster, Mr. Ian F. M.
Ferguson, Dean Close Junior School, Lansdown
Road, Cheltenham, Glos. GL51 6QS. To whom
applications should be sent with full c.v. and the
names, addresses and telephone numbers of two
referees. 01296

ST. MARGARET'S
SCHOOL FOR CIRLS

ABERDEEN
G.S.A. 3-18 400 girls

Required for August 1992, due to retirements:

1. HEAD OF HISTORY
2. HEAD OF PHYSICS

3. TEACHER OF MGDERN
LANGUAGES (GERMAN)

Applications, enclosing full c.v. and the names and
addresses of two referees, by 21st February 1992 1o
the Headmistress, 17 Albvn Place, Aberdeen AB9
IRH, from who further information may be obtained.

09370

JUEEN ANNE'’S SCHOOL,

CAVERSHAM, READING,
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DX

iSA -390 girls 11-18 -120 1n

sixth form)

equire the following members of

full time, in September 1992:

:ad of IT, possibly with

e Mathematics

iglish Assistant Teacher

: Assistant Teacher

part-time Economics teacher, A
| only. Further details and
sation forms may be obtained
he Headmistress, Queen Anne's

]

£ FARNBOROUGH HILL
Independent RC Girls' School
GSAMember 500 pupils 11-18

Required for September 1992

HEAD OF
SIXTH FORM

Applications are invited from enthusiastic, well
qualified and experienced graduates to be res-
ponsible for a Sixth Form of between 70 and 100
girls. An ability to teach either Biology, Chemistry
or English throughout the school would be an
advantage

Applications wth full CV and the names, ad-
dresses and telephone numbers of 2 referees
should be sent to The HeadmlIstress, Farnbo-
rough Hill, Farnborough, Hants GU14 BAT
(0252 545197), from whom full detalls of the
postcan be obtained.

Salary Standard Scale plus Incentive Allowance
based on expenence

Closing date 24th February

06763

7. NEW JAPANESE
SCHOOL
EXPERIENCED, QUALIFIED

TEACHERS OF
JAPANESE
CURRICULUM

REQUIRED FORNEWLY
OPENING SCHOOL IN LONDON.

Must have first hand experience of Ja
panese education system and be fluent
In spoken and written Japanese lanqu
age. Send c.v. with application to:- My
Hay, 1, Ranelagh Road, Redhill
rey, RH1 684 I

Sur
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Find the most suitable school for each of these people:

A. Jane is a young teacher. She knows Spanish and French. She
would prefer a religious school.

B. Mr Hopkins is a teacher of history. He wants to teach at a
single sex school.

C. Diana is a wvell-qualified teacher and she 1loves little
children.

D. Mrs Walter is a teacher of German and she would like to teach
girls.

E. Mrs Higgins has good organizational abilities and she also
teaches Biology.

F. Mr Robbins has been teaching in Japan for 10 years. He has
returned to England just now and he is interested in a job.

G. Ann has been teaching Physics for more than 20 years and she
is an excellent teacher.

H. Rhodie is an Italian teacher, but she is also very good at
French.

I. ir Peterson is a very good musician. He plays several
instruments very well.

J. A well-educated priest, Mr Johnson is interested in teaching.
He would like to be provided a flat or house in the place of
his work.

K. Eve used to be a successful actress. She wants to teach Drama
and Dance.

L. Peter is an English teacher. He loves nature and he longs for
teaching at a forestry or wood school.

M. Mrs Swvan teaches Greek language.

N. Catherine Smith wants to teach only girls. She is an Economics

teacher and she is willing to teach only A-level students.

Solution: A2,B4 CS,D6,E8,F9,G11,H13,112,J10,K1,L16, M3, N7

Original material/Hana Povrova
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agara Falls
) Days - Escorted

ew York City - Niagara Falls -
enn-Dutch Country - Washington
.C. - Philadelphia

1y 1 Fly to New York. Transatlantic flight, with
2al and a snack included. Optional in-flight

vie and bar service. You will be met at the
port by the Cosmos tour escort and transferred
your h for the next three nights, the Vista
ernational

y 2 In New York City. Included Manhattan
jhtseeing. See New York City's major
ractions on today's sightseeing tour, including
yadway, the Empire State Building, Greenwich
age stling Chinatown, City Hall, Wall Street
i rfl’ilr/ Church

y 3 At leisure in New York City. Programme
ptional excursions. So many things to do and
y in the Big Apple - choose from our
ea ;_,!-,'J'r.‘..'flnlf- of fa[mfm;;': eXcursions

hts to enj

y 4 New York City-Corning Glass
:tory-Niagara Falls. Depart Manhattan
wding northwest to Corning to visit the famous
ss Centre where Corningware and Steuben
y5 are made. This afternoon cross the border
he Rainbow Bridge and proceed to the

idian side of Niagara Falls. 2 nights at the
Fallsway or the Park Hotel

fOySmmnt amroirna

Day 5 Niagara Falls. Included sightseeing.
Included on this morning’s sightseeing - the
spectacular vistas of the massive waterfalls from
lable Rock. As the remainder of the day is free,
we highly recommend the optional boat ride
aboard the "Maid of the Mist" for amazing
close-up views at the base of the thundering
Falls; also included in the outing - a visit to the
quaint village, Niagara-on-the-Lake. As the
evening is at leisure, why not join our optional
dinner outing and enjoy magnificent views of the
floodlit Falls

Note: The operation of the 'Maid of the Mist’
optional cruise is subject to favourable weather
conditions

Day 6 Niagara Falls-Hershey-Lancaster.
Heading south today follow the Susquehanna
River, through the Appalachian Mountains and
the old Pennsylvania Farm country. Special treat
today: a stop in "Chocolatetown U.S.A." to visit
Milton Hershey's amazing Chocolate World
Overnight at the Olde Hickory Inn

Day 7 Lancaster-Penn-Dutch Country-
Washington D.C. Lancaster County is the home
of the religious Amish and Mennonite sects; and
also one of Pennsylvania's most active farming
communities. This morning, enjoy a stop at an
Amish farm, where faith and tradition forbid the
use of electricity or telephones in the home and
promote a distinctive style of dress
the use of horse-drawn buggie
On to Washington D .(

family life and
in place of motor
for the

vehicles next two

realia

Teaching

nights at the Comfort Inn or the Skyline Inn

Day 8 Morning Washington D.C. sightseeing.
Afternoon at leisure. A guided sightseeing of the
capital includes: Capitol Hill and the Lincoln
Memorial. Next, across the Potomac River to see
the American heroes graves, including John F
Kennedy and his brother Robert in the beautiful
Arlington Cemetery. For the free afterncon we
suggest the optional trip to Old Town Alexandria
and a visit to Mount Vernon, George
Washington's beautiful estate '

Day 9 Washington D.C.-Philadelphia-New
York-U.K. Morning sightseeing focuses on the
nistoric landmarks of Philadelphia, the birthpl
of the U.S.. Major attractions include the |
Bell and Independence Hall. In the early
afternoon head back to New York via New
Jersey. Across Staten Island and over the
Verrazano Bridge to the airport for the overnight
flight home. Optional movie, in-flight meals

dCe

ioerty

Day 10 Home landing - in the morning

AUTUMN FOLIAGE

Enjoy the spectacular colours of the
Northeastern states and Ontario on the
special "foliage" departures

Thursdays from September 10 ta Octoh

er 18
Fridays from September 11 to October 16
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PRICE INCLUDES

Flights U.K.-New York-U.K
Accommodation 8 nights in twin-bedded
rooms with private facilities (see page 5)
Sightseeing Excursions

« New York City

« Niagara Falls

« Penn-Dutch Country

« Washington D.C.

« Philadelphia

(see page 55)

Ontario
Niagara Falls
New York

Corning

New
York

Pennsylvania New
Hershey Jersey
Philadelphia
Lancaster
Atlantic
Ocean
Washington D.C. e

Maryland

DEPARTURES & PRICES
':'h'\: Weekly 05 Mar to i
Fri. Weekly 03 Jul to 23 Oct

Thu. Nov 12, Nov 26, Dec 10, Dec 24

Basic Prices

(In £ per person)

Flights: From Gatwick & Manchester with
British Airways; from Heathrow with United Airlines
Departure day/ b ' Gatwick Manchester
Approx. time UK | THU FRI | THUFRI | THU FRI
13.10 1630 | 1315
Return day/ AT SUN | SAT SUN | SAT SUN
Approx. time UK .00 09.30 06.00
| Duration 10 days 10 days . 10 days
| D rtures on |
een |
5 Mar - 9 Apr 713
10 Apr - 22 Apr | 819
23 Apr - 31 May 697 | 727
1 Jur 29 729
| 1 Jul 67 767
7 Sep 67 729
| 15 Sep 29 729
| 1Nov-10D 695 - | 709
| 11 De 4 De 859 - 859
| ingle - add & 179 179 179
miple - deduct £ 45 15 45
Travel Code:Thu H7141 37142 R7142
| Fri H7151 G7152 R715%
| Holiday Code 8000 [ ROO0I | 8000i

COACH TOUR ONLY

5 NIGHTS: Day 4 (N.Y.) to day

£231

Single

1dd § )4

COSMOL
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[ Yellowstone Nat. Park
Grand Teton Nat. Park

Idaho
Nevada Bear Lake

Cody South
< Lead Dakot

Jackson _ “il?cm'-.u.m-_:-
Custerg’ Mount
Rushmort

Salt Lake City Wyoming

Cheyenne

Cedar Utah g
Bryce Canyon Denver
Zion Nat. Park Colorado

! : Page
Grand Canyon Arizona

16 Days - Escorted Day 4 Custer-Mount Rushmore-Deadwood- ton d the f
Lead. Deep in the Black Hills, once Indian on high as Niag
hunting country t Id the magnificent h He 1ey ba v
Denver - Cheyenne - Mount jranite face of Mount Rushmore, hewn int pain the
Rushmore - Cody - Yellowstone jiant monument to four American presidents f Old Faithful, Y it
W ncoln and Theodore Overnight in the Yellowstone Park Lodas

1 Historical 7

National Park - Grand Tetons - Salt
Lake City - Bryce Canyon - Zion Ce e _ ! Payk % Y(:lo'.'.' ,ft:n‘u- Grand Teton National
National Park - Lake Powell - Grand n the ingenious sculptor, Gutzon B ; ark-Jackson Hole. Today he

5 his works. Deadwood is next, a brawling towr SR SR '_ 1 : .' , Y ;
Canyon Las Vegas uring In gold mining days where Wild Bill I : Ve +h e I. § o
Day 1 Fly to Denver. Daytime flight to Denver Hickok was murdered by Jack McCall during a P i ol gt e S < v
{via Washington). On arrival you will be met b poker game. From here, a short drive to Lead for Banifol Glaaa '.-I- ket e
the Ci r escort and transferred to your vernight at the Golden Hills Resort .I! l:.l_..: , A ‘ t I.- !’_In the WA :

. the Denver Downtow Day 5 Lead-Devils Tower-Sheridan-Cody. An Wheel Villag
art today with a visit to the
1" De W \
the rich high country to Bu

Ving-saucer

E_Jw 2 At lmsurvm Denver. "The mile high city earl
f Denver, ¢ ,[.. al of Colorado and gateway to

Day 8 Jackson Hole-Bear Lake-Salt Lake C

ming, then through

R r-al‘ lountains National Park. Tt ar y L where rner of ldaho to skut
attractive city with its tree-lined Mall leading to the open-range cattle kings made war on the nesters R wrias |1t II e 'I‘
gold-domed State Capitol and Larimer Square of the 1890s. On to Sheridan in the Bighorn I'1..-.- ificent I-- i e bt
fill reminiscent of the 19th century. Visit the U.S.  Mountains, the scene of many fierce battles Nar fo e e o S S A
Mint ¢ erhaps one of the city’'s many eum petween the U.5. Cavalry and the Sioux .. I 4 .I .. i+ o ik S 1 uasa W
: S Cheyenne and Crow Indians. Overnight in Buffal '..'.IIIII'I'I nb : ”

Bill's frontier town of Cody. Stay at the Buffalo Bill L

Day 3 Denver-Cheyenne-Black Hills r;f south fillage t follow the placs

IJjPrn:fu,Tsr Depart Denver this morning L 1l
i oy Chaua y 1 tat t dJay 6 Cody-Yellowstone Natic | Park
Ve it ieyenne, the state capita Day y vston nal Par Day ¢ faiia fn 8 '
Nvorming renowned in the old days : hi [ Ihrough the Shoshe National Forest take th II.\ A1 e !.”..I‘”L.k.lt Wy
f ext the beautiful Black Hi f Soutt eastern entrance lo splendid Yellowstone I i " , g
y nd on to Custer. Overniaht at tt | National Park. Along jra p road : '
A rl Paint i | M y .
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rerhaps wander over to the Trolley Square
oping mall and browse through its many
ascinating boutigues
Jay 10 Salt Lake City-Bryce Canyon National
ark-Cedar City. Thre ) ape
f southern U to Bryc
wvith its 20 miles of breatht
ind everchanging col
hrough the Dixie
1d your hotel the Holiday Inn
Day 11 Cedar City-Zion National Park-Page.
Zion National Park is first on today's agenda. Its
striking lar : '
stream
canyons, ve | S tower
vegetation form the contrasting s
once a refuge for o
into Arizona to Page, nestled on the sho
Lake Powell. Stay at the Best Western |
Lamplighter Inn
Day 12 Page-Painted Desert-Grand Canyon.
The day begins with a scenic drive through the
Kaibab National Forest, the Marble Canyon and
across the Painted Desert. An early afternoon
arrival at the South Rim of Grand Canyo
National Park. For a once-in-a-lifetime

one cliffs

experience, take our optional "flightseeing’
excursion: a thrilling fligh 1
Canyon with incomparable
flame-coloured walls plu
Colorado River in the d
gorge. Overnight at the G
Day 13 Grand Canyon-Las Vegas. Leavs
natural wonders and head for a totally

man-created pt
city of feverish gambling
glamorous shows featuring some of the wo
5 at the Hacienda Resor

800 feet to the
tupendous
yon Lodges

rand Car

Hotel and Casino

Day 14 In Las Vegas. Full day at leisure. A free
morning and afternoon to swim and sunbathe at
pool. Highly re iended is our

lonal city tour visiting great Caesar's
Palace, the Liberace I im and the famous
Ethel M chocolate fe nd a drive by some of
the homes of the 'Vegas entertainers
Day 15 Las Vegas - Return to the U.K. This
morning your tour es will transter you to Las
Vegas International Airport for the flight home (vi
San Francisco). In-flight meals. Optional movie

Day 16 Home landing - in the morning

Thu. Weekly 7 |

Fri Weekly 8 May to 18

e R = T o |

It S INGOGLW LES
Flights UK. - Denver; Las Vegas - UK
Accommodation 14 nights in twin-bedded
rooms with private facilities (see page 5)
Sightseeing Excursions
« Visit to Mount Rushmore
« The Rushmore-Borglum Story in Keystone
« Devils Tower National Monument
« Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Bryce
Canyon, Zion and Grand Canyon
National Parks

(see page 55)

DEPARTURES & PRICES

Basic Prices

{In £ per person)

u F
1Y R
prox.t iing 7 40
6 UA
P al: I
M 1M 32 }
\ ].n 1
: 10 1
qag \
ik A 04
AVE o } 4
i v F

COACH TOUR ONLY

10NIGHTS: Day 3 (DENVE H) to day 13
(LAS VEGAS)

Single \
£437 add £ 181 1\_:“.“‘ .
Travel i I
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MNiagara Falls

through the rich green countryside of New
England to the aristocr: | of
Massachusetts. Boston's numerous landmarks
reflect the important part the city played in the
N - Montreal - Ottawa - Toronto - history of the United States. Many ot these sigt
: - ire included on the guided aflernoon tour
3gara Falls - Penn-Dutch COUﬂtfy Faneuil Hall, Old North Church (where Paul

1shington D.C. - Philadelphia Revere signalled the dep

and a replica of the Tea P

days - Escorted

w York City - Boston - Quebec

v Ship in Boston

/1 Fly to New York :I,“' atlantic flight, with tarbor. Evening at leisure. Overnight at the
1l and a snack included. Optional in-thght Holiday Inn Brookline or Days Inn
tatt

and bar service. You
ort by the Cosmos tour esc

aur hotel for the next 3 nights, the

Day 5 Boston-Maine-Quebec City. Motor
northwards this morning along the Maine

at Atlantic

Turnpike past Portland with its gre

rnational

/ 2 In New York City. Included Manhattan
htseeing. See New York City's major

harbour. Through Maine

country to the Canadian border with a sudden

hange of language and tradition as you enter

' 0 tou dina
ing T 118 '

L0 n today Ignisee French-Canadian prowvir f Quebec. Overnight
1dway T vl niding wi in hustornic Quebec City on the banks of the might
busthnag Chinatown, City Hall, Wall streel t Lawrence River niahts at the Motel
iy Lhurcr Apbitation

&

At leisure in New York t'.|1'l,z i‘rur{r.nlr'.r-u' Day 6 At leisure in Quebec Cily

;|J'.|ur|.||'|-;'r_|H'.|r.r|'. I""_'"'r" nngs 1o do with an optional quided tour of North America'
15 1 njoy the Big Apple hoose from i i z e S :
) JOY nly walled city, vhed by the great turrets
1 r ramme of ¢ ona ¥ [ 1]
iried [ Jra e of optional I the Chateau | nt Old Quebec, up to the
r 4 Morning New York City-Boston Brntish victory of 1 } was the centre of New
wrnoon included sightseeing. Ueparl vwWith I ¥ 1" Armi
it the Connecticut Turnj where early settlers traded pelts with the India
f %Al mversity | i the | 1R=1z]] ' pla ladell

CFOoOSMmMaots AMFEFBICA

ture of British troops)

s wild hunting and hishine

tart the day
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QOuebec Quebec City
ontaric Montreal |
e Maine |
Ottawa }. [
1
Atlantic Ocean|

Kingston
Toronto o 1000 Islands
N = ) -
Niagara & Nat. Park Massachusetts |

Falls \ New York > !
h { » i
Pennsylvania ngshc'y New York

Boston

Lancaster Philadelphia

Washington D.( |

grand as from its bastions and ar

Rovals 1lso, the old-world hous

narrow streasts in Lower Town, by the St
Lawrence, and the t ric Plains of Abraham
where General Wolfe med the slope

Day 7 Quebec City-Montreal. Alternoon
included sightseeing. Drive by the great S
L to Montreal. Major
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Notre Dame (

built by the first 1
Nd Harbour and modern Montreal

nn e fraa
115 free
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on the afternoon
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why not join our dinne
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entertainmant”? Overnight at the Hotel Lord Berr

Day 8 Montreal-Ottawa. Afternoon at leisure

vWest along Ottawa River to Canada wa
| [ ) eing of Ottawa baqin
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faith and tradition forbid the use of electricity or
telephones in the home and promote a distinct
style of dress, family life and the use of
horse-drawn buggies in place of motor vehicles
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eptember 11 to October 16
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36

Flights U K.-New York-U.K
Accommodation 14 mights in twin-bedded
rooms with private facilities (see page )
Sightseeing Excursions

« New York City

« Boston city

« Montreal

« Niagara Falls

» Visit to Hershey, "Chocolate-town U.S.A."
« Lancaster - visit to an Amish farm

» Washington D.C

« Philadelphia

(see page 55)
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Flights UK. - Seattle

Accommodation in twin-bedded
rooms with private {

Sightseeing Excursions
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PLACES TOSTAY

D. Listen and answer (=]

You will hear two conversations. A man is calling to reserve a room in a motel. Listen first and
then answer the questions.

1. Who are the people who answer the 5. What are the different types of places you
phone? can stay at?

2. Where is the man calling from? 6. Can you ask for various kinds and sizes

3. What kind of room does he want? of beds?

4. Does he want anything special? 7. What about other facilities?

E. Listen and read [=]

Two people are at the reception desk of a hotel.

cLerk: Hi! Can [ help you?

MARTIN: Yes, we had a reservation for this weekend.

cLErK: All right, what was the name, sir?

MARTIN: Baum, Martin Baum.

CLERK: Baum...Baum...oh, yes, here it is. A double for two nights?

MARTIN: Yes, that’s right. But we were wondering . . . would you happen to have a suite
available this weekend, something with a living area and a kitchenette?

cLERK: Well, the only one that’s available this weekend is the executive suite, and that’ll run
you $140 a night.

MARTIN: [see. That's pretty high.. . .

CLERK: You know, sir, this double is more than twenty feet square, and it has a refrigerator.

MARTIN: Oh, really? That sounds fine, then. What do you say, Sally?

SALLY: Sounds good to me, too.

cLErK: Good, the double then. Do you have a credit card, sir?

MARTIN: No, I'll be paying cash.

cLERK: Then I'll have to ask you to pay in advance. Fifty-five a night, plus $8 tax comes to
$126. And would you fill out this registration form, please? Here’s a pen. Just your name,
address, and the make and license number of your car.

MARTIN: OK ... here you are. And travelers checks for $130.

CLERK: Fine, Mr. Baum. Here’s $4 change. Check-out ime s 12:00 noon. The bellman will
take you up . . . Harvey! Room 615 . . . If you need anything, just let me know.

MARTIN/SALLY: Thank you. Good night.

F. Answer and act

Listen to the conversation two or three times. Take notes on the information the clerk gives
Martin and Sally.

1. Describe the room the Baums have
gotten.

Is there a stove in it?

Why don’t they rent a suite?

Why do they have to pay in advance?
What information does the clerk want
from Martin?

6. When do guests have to check out of the

n b a b

hotel?
7. Who is going to show the Baums to their
room?
8. What's their room number? Read the conversation with a partner.
9. How does Martin pay for the room? Then one of you can read Martin’s
10. What should the Baums do if they need part while the other covers the page

something? and plays the clerk. Trade roles

real ia
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Appendix C: Contributors’ Map
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Hana Povrova
Teaching Realia in Communicative Classroom

In her final project Hana Povrové has shown using realia to teach and practise all four
skills. She explains the meaning and importance of realia in her own progress as a
language user and a teacher. She mentions the influence of J. A. Komensky's ideas on
her work. She prepared a questionnaire for her students to be able to meet their
concrete demands and needs.

The introductory part is rather brief, not much specialised literature is used.

But the author of the project uses a lot of experts opinions in the practical part of her
project to give support to her statements.

In the beginning the practical part provides a chart with a clear summary of all the
activities, skills which will be practised, levels of students, time needed and types of work
used.

In seven lesson plans Hana Povrové presents many of her original ideas using different
types of work, practising all skills. The steps of the lesson are described in a clear way
and the commentaries to individual lesson plans are rather short but the author tries to
analyse the teaching/learning process.

What are the sources of the texts in the lesson plans 3 and 47 In the commentary to the
lesson plan four the author says that students in that class do not practise listening
regularly. Why not? This is an example of the analysis which was not developed in some
places and the author limited herself to a plain statement that was not discussed or
explained.

How often are activities oriented at teaching/learning information about the English-
speaking countries used in the author’s classes?

The project is written with a suitable style of language usage, but there are occasional
mistakes.

The conclusion of the project is quite well written, the author provides an impressive
reference list and a lot of material discussed in the project is included in the appendix.

| recommend this project to be evaluated as a passing one.
Liberec, July 9, 1994

PhDr. lvana Pekafové

Liud



